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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1967 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  Circular  1/1968  (Wales)  from  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health,  I have  prepared  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  year  1967.  To  this  report  is  attached  the  survey  of  the 
work  carried  out  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectorate,  kindly  prepared  by 
Mr.  L.  J.  Carter,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

In  the  compilation  of  this  annual  survey  of  the  health  and  welfare  of 
the  population  of  the  Borough  one  has  carefully  to  study  the  vital 
statistics  and  other  related  factors. 

Although  vaccination  against  whooping  cough  has  now  been  a regular 
practice  for  a number  of  years,  I have  to  report  a slight  rise  in  the 
notifications  of  whooping  cough  during  the  period  under  review.  Measles 
continues  to  have  the  highest  notification  rate  in  Port  Talbot  and  it  will 
be  interesting  in  future  years  to  discover  whether  there  is  any  drop  in  the 
incidence  of  measles  on  the  introduction  of  protective  immunisation 
against  this  disease.  At  the  time  of  preparing  this  report  I have  to  state 
that  the  response  to  invitations  for  measles  vaccination  appears  to  be 
disappointingly  low.  I am,  however,  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 
that  vaccination  with  B.C.G.  against  tuberculosis  amongst  school  leavers 
continues  to  be  maintained  at  a very  satisfactory  level  and  I am  pleased 
to  be  able  to  say  that  children  found  to  be  positive  to  the  mantoux  tests 
carried  out  as  a preliminary  to  B.C.G.  vaccination  and  sent  for  X-Ray  exam- 
ination were  all  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  level  of  tuberculosis  in  the 
community  appears  to  be  falling  slightly  but  this  must  not  lead  to  any 
complacency. 

During  the  period  under  review  the  attention  of  the  department  has 
been  directed  towards  booster  immunisation  against  diptheria  and,  where 
applicable,  tetanus  in  the  infant  schools  in  the  borough.  I have  arranged 
for  this  immunisation  to  be  combined  with  the  primary  school  medical 
examination  and  this  appears  to  produce  a more  satisfactory  response 
than  booster  immunisation  carried  out  elsewhere. 

I have  modified  the  chart  for  classification  of  deaths.  Members  may 
find  this  change  both  interesting  and  useful  inasmuch  that  deaths  are 
now  classified  according  to  the  cause  and  by  sex  and  age  groups. 
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The  allocation  of  hospital  maternity  beds  continues  to  be  the 
responsibility  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  I am  pleased  to  report 
a very  cordial  liaison  with  the  staff  of  both  Neath  and  Bridgend  Maternity 
Departments.  At  Bridgend  General  Hospital  the  normal  discharge  time  is 
on  the  tenth  day  but  because  of  pressure  a few  patients  have  been 
discharged  after  careful  scrutiny  and  assessment  after  48  hours.  I should 
point  out  that  this  has  been  initiated  only  after  careful  assessment  of  the 
home  conditions  by  the  local  domiciliary  midwives. 

Neath  General  Hospital  have  generally  adopted  a five  days  hospital 
discharge  system  and  the  staff  of  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  has 
been  augmented  by  part-time  Maternity  Nurses  to  cope  with  this  additional 
work.  To  date  this  system  is  working  satisfactorily.  I have  been  appointed 
Co-ordinating  Secretary  of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital  Management 
Committee  Maternity  Liaison  Committee  and  in  this  capacity  I am 
fortunate  to  be  able  to  maintain  a very  close  liaison  with  Hospital 
Consultants,  General  Practitioners  and  the  services  provided  by  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

Coupled  with  this  I am  also  the  Co-ordinating  Secretary  of  the  local 
Cervical  Cytology  Committee  and  I am  happy  to  say  that  extensions  in 
Cervical  Cytology  for  the  pre-symptomatic  diagnosis  of  cervical  cancer 
are  going  on  apace  in  this  area.  At  the  present  time  clinics  are  being  held 
by  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  also  facilities  are  available  in  the 
Family  Planning  Association  Clinics  in  the  district. 

A specialised  Committee  has  been  formed  for  the  investigation  of 
Peri-natal  Mortality  and  meetings  are  regularly  convened  by  me  at  Neath 
General  Hospital  at  which  Consultant  Obstetricians,  Local  Health 
Authority  doctors.  General  Practitioners,  Consultant  Pathologists  and 
Paediatricians,  as  well  as  representatives  of  the  Hospital  and  Local 
Authority  midwifery  staff  meet  to  investigate  Peri-natal  mortality  and  still- 
births. 

During  the  year  a rapid  extension  of  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service 
provided  by  your  Council  has  taken  place  and  I am  happy  to  report  that 
this  has  proved  a very  satisfactory  service.  A total  number  of  17,510 
meals  were  supplied  during  the  period  under  review  and  the  service  is 
being  progressively  expanded  to  cover  all  areas  of  the  borough. 

The  responsibility  for  the  supply  of  water  in  the  borough  now  falls 
upon  the  West  Glamorgan  Water  Board  and  I am  in  regular  consultation 
with  the  officers  of  the  Water  Board.  Mr.  R.  J.  Lillicrap,  Engineer  and 
Manager,  has  kindly  submitted  certain  particulars  regarding  the  water 
supplies  in  the  borough  and  these  are  included  in  the  body  of  the  report. 
A study  of  the  rainfall  chart  will  quickly  point  out  that  July,  September 
and  October  were  months  of  particularly  heavy  rainfall.  June  giving  the 
best  result  with  April  the  next  lowest.  Heavy  rainfall  during  the  peak 
Summer  months  had  adverse  effect  on  the  takings  at  the  Aberavon 
Beach. 
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To  compensate  for  this  the  Borough  Council  introduced  an  exhibition 
in  the  Sports  Centre  of  the  Afan  Lido  during  the  month  of  August.  This 
was  well  patronised  and  I am  happy  to  say  that  the  Public  Health  Stand 
proved  of  considerable  interest  to  all  the  visitors  to  the  Exhibition. 

In  addition  to  an  outline  of  the  various  duties  and  functions  of  the 
department,  clean  air,  noise  and  food  hygiene  were  pinpointed. 

During  the  year  expansion  took  place  amongst  various  industrial 
installations  and  new  industries  came  to  the  borough.  Details  of  one  or 
two  of  these  industries  together  with  the  provisions  for  the  welfare 
of  employees  are  incorporated  in  the  report  and  on  this  occasion  I have 
included  a brief  outline  of  the  proposals  for  the  new  tidal  harbour  which 
has  been  kindly  compiled  for  me  by  Mr.  S.  T.  Evans,  Docks  Manager,  Port 
Talbot. 

In  the  education  field  certain  developments  are  worthy  of  mention 
and  I have  included  statistical  details  of  a maladjustment  survey  which 
was  carried  out  in  the  area  during  1967  and  details  of  these  may  be 
found  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Before  drawing  the  preamble  to  this  report  to  a close  I would  like 
to  extend  my  thanks  to  all  members  of  Council  and  to  my  colleagues  on 
the  staff  in  every  department  for  their  willing  support  and  spirit  of 
co-operation  during  the  period  under  consideration. 

I am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

D.  H.  J.  WILLIAMS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Park  House, 

Theodore  Road, 

PORT  TALBOT. 


Telephone:  Port  Talbot  2137 


SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1967 


Area  of  Borough  (inclusive  of  foreshore) 


23.444  acres 


Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimated  mid-year,  1967)  51,600 


Rateable  value  at  31st  March,  1967  

Product  of  Penny  Rate  for  year  ended  31st  March,  1967 

Rainfall  in  inches  in  the  Borough  

Number  of  Houses  erected  in  1967  

(i)  By  Local  Authority  

(ii)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  


£4,303,376 
£18,171  13  2 
51.96 
297 
229 
68 


Number  of  Improvement  Grants  made  during  1967: 


(a)  Discretionary  72  ) 

(b)  Standard  22  ) 


Total 


94 


Number  of  houses  connected  to  Mains  Water  Supply 16,840 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  standpipes  None 

Number  of  properties  supplied  from: 

(a)  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board  12 

(b)  Neath  Borough  None 


EXTRACTS  FROM 

Live  Births. 

VITAL 

STATISTICS 

Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

405 

.37q 

784 

Illegitimate  

21 

1ft 

.ftq 

Total  number  of  live  births  

426 

397 

823 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

Crude 

15.9 

Adjusted 

15.7 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

— 

17.2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births.  Per  cent  of  total  Live  Births 

4.74 

Still  Births. 

Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

9 

7 

1ft 

llleaitimate 

1 

1 

0 

Total  number  of  Stillbirths 

10 

8 

18 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Stillbirths 
Total  number  of  Stillbirths  
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The  following  table  is  of  interest: — 


Number  of  live  births  at  home  in  the  Borough 

Number  of  live  births  (Port  Talbot  mothers)  at  Neath  General 
Hospital  

Number  of  live  births  (Port  Talbot  mothers)  at  Bridgend 
General  and  other  hospitals  


168 

545 

110 


Of  all  live  births  79%  occurred  in  hospital.  In  1966  the  percentage  of 
births  in  hospital  was  75  and  in  1965,  78. 


Comparison  of  Crude  Birth  Rate  with  National  Rate. 

The  Crude  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  can  be  seen  from  the  following 
chart. 


Year 

Live  Births 

Crude  Rate 
per  1,000 

Crude  Rate 
(England  & Wales) 

1958 

1 ,002 

20.71 

16.4 

1959 

934 

19.19 

16.5 

1960 

1 ,034 

21.17 

17.1 

1961 

911 

18.21 

17.4 

1962 

977 

19.10 

18.2 

1963 

967 

18.77 

18.2 

1964 

987 

19.07 

18.4 

1965 

892 

17.22 

17.05 

1966 

792 

15.29 

17.7 

1967 

823 

15.9 

17.2 

Applications  for  Non-Emergency 

Hospital 

Beds 

Patients  due  to 
be  confined 
during 

1965. 

Applications 
Received.  Refused. 

1966. 

Applications 
Received.  Refused. 

1967. 

Applications 
Received.  Refused. 

January 

70 

6 

70 

— 

75 

4 

February  .... 

62 

5 

67 

2 

71 

7 

March 

68 

4 

72 

5 

80 

— 

April  

85 

5 

80 

— 

70 

1 

May  

78 

7 

73 

2 

67 

2 

June 

73 

1 

67 

3 

67 

5 

July  

58 

4 

52 

3 

73 

2 

August 

85 

5 

65 

2 

68 

5 

September 

80 

1 

74 

5 

68 

1 

Cctober 

82 

1 

62 

6 

74 

7 

November 

58 

1 

75 

3 

69 

— 

December 

61 

2 

61 

4 

79 

2 

Deaths. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  area  (Male  308,  Female  227)  535 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population:  Crude  10.4 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  Crude  11.2 
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The  Crude  death  rate  for  the  past  ten  years  is  summarised  beiow: — 


1966  1965  1964  1963  1962  1961  1960  1959  1958  1957 

11.31  11.31  10.11  9.82  9.78  10.18  11.50  10.07  10.89  10.57 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperai  causes  during  1967. 


Infant  Mortality. 

Neonatal  deaths — 10. 

Neonatal  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births — 12.15. 

One  day — One  week — 
One  week  One  month — 

Prematurity  3 — 

Primary  Atelectasis  1 — 

Meningo  Encephaloceie  1 — 

Prematurity — 

Respiratory  distress  syndrome  1 — 

Respiratory  failure  1 — 

Oesophageal  atresia  with  tracheo-oesaphageal 

fistula — respiratory  failure  1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  1 

Rudimentary  right  ventricle,  pulmonary  stenosis  — 1 

Deaths  during  one  month  to  one  year  of  age — 4. 

Acute  pneumonitis  -| 

Acute  interstitiai  pneumonia  1 

Congenital  heart  disease — V.S.D.  with  pulmonary  hypertension 
— Cardiac  failure  1 

Bronchopneumonia  1 

For  comparison  purposes  I append  beiow  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  for 
the  Borough  for  the  iast  ten  years: — 

1967  1966  1965  1964  1963  1962  1961  1960  1959  1958 

17.0  17.68  22.42  25.33  22.75  20.47  20.86  36.75  26.95  37.92 
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Infant  Mortality  Rates. 

Total  infant  deaths  (under  1 year)  14 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  17  0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  13 

Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  16.6 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  1 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate. 

Total  neo-natal  deaths  (under  4 weeks)  10 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  12.15 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate. 

Total  neo-natal  deaths  (under  1 week)  9 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  10.93 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate. 

Total  still-births  and  deaths  under  1 week  (combined)  27 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  32.10 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  Abortion). 

Number  of  deaths  0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  0 

Death  (all  Ages). 

The  main  causes  of  death  in  the  Borough  during  1967  were — 

1.  Cardiovascular  conditions  187 

2.  Cancers  of  various  kinds  100 

3.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  67 

4.  Respiratory  diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  and 

Cancer)  - 61 

5.  Accidents  12 

There  were  25  deaths  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung,  23  amongst  males 
and  2 amongst  females. 

This  compares  with:  23  deaths  (19  males,  4 females)  in  1966. 

Of  the  187  deaths  from  cardiovascular  conditions,  131  were  attributed 
to  coronary  disease.  78  men  and  53  women  died  of  coronary  disease.  In 
the  previous  year  there  were  153  deaths  from  coronary  disease,  93  being 
males  and  60  being  females. 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1966 


BIRTHS  DEATHS  INFANT  MORTALITY  PERI-NATAL  MORTALITY 


Estimated 

Population 

1967 

Number 

of 

Births 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

Crude  Adjusted 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
Population 

Crude  Adjusted 

Deaths 

under 

1 Year 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  Live 
Births 

Stillbirths 
& Deaths 
under 

1 Week 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  Live 
& Still- 
births 

Enaland  and  Wales  48,390,800  .... 

...  832,000  .... 

17.2  . 

542,519  .. 

11.2 

....  14.8  . 

18.3  .. 

21,447  „ 

25.4 

Administrative  County  

745,200  .... 

...  12,356  .... 

...  16.6 

16.9  . 

8,761  .. 

11.8 

1.20  ... 

....  19.0  .. 

19.0  .. 

380  . 

30.0 

524,670  .... 

8,394  .... 

...  16.0 

16.5  . 

6,254  .. 

1 1 .9 

1.21  ... 

....  20.0  .. 

20.0  .. 

....  276  . 

32.0 

220,530  .... 

...  3,962  .... 

...  18.0 

18.2 

2,507 

11.4 

1.16  ... 

....  16.0  . 

17.0  .. 

104  „ 

26.0 

Health  Division. 

Constituent  Districts. 

Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash- 

Aberdare  Urban  

38,450  .... 

608  ... 

...  15.8 

17.2  . 

560  .. 

14.6  . 

1.33  ... 

....  11.0  .. 

26.0  ... 

17  .. 

28.0 

Mountain  Ash  Urban  

29,170  .... 

485  ... 

....  16.6 

16.6  . 

347  .. 

11.8 

1 .26  ... 

....  8.0  . 

23.0  .. 

11  . 

22.0 

Caerphilly  and  Gelligaer — 

Caerphilly  Urban  

38,370  ... 

760  ... 

....  19.8 

19.4 

391  .. 

10.2 

1.17  ... 

....  19.0  . 

20.0  .. 

21  . 

27.0 

Gelligaer  Urban  

34,770  .... 

657  ... 

....  18.9 

18.9  . 

385  .. 

11.1 

1.28  ... 

....  16.0  . 

29.0  .. 

17  . 

25.0 

Mid-Glamorgan — 

Bridgend  Urban 

15,110  ... 

194  ... 

....  12.8 

13.2 

143  . 

;.....  9.5 

0.92  ... 

....  10.0  . 

15.0  .. 

4 . 

20.0 

Maesteg  Urban  

21,350  ... 

321  ... 

....  15.0 

15.6 

268  . 

12.6 

1 .40  ... 

....  12.0  . 

22.0  .. 

11  . 

34.0 

Ogmore  & Garw  Urban  .... 

20,490  ... 

325  ... 

....  15.9 

16.4 

237  . 

11.6 

1.24  .. 

33.0  . 

12.0  .. 

14  . 

42.0 

Porthcawl  Urban  

12,810  .... 

216  ... 

....  16.9 

18.9 

170  . 

13.3 

1 .05  .. 

14.0  . 

14.0  .. 

4 . 

18.0 

Penybont  Rural  

47,560  ... 

....  1,047  ... 

....  22.0 

21.1 

552  . 

11.6 

1 .00  .. 

18.0  . 

24.0  .. 

36  . 

34.0 

Neath  and  District — 

Neath  M.B.  

30,040  .... 

399  ... 

...  13.3 

13.8  . 

368  .. 

12.3  . 

1.18  ... 

....  20.0  .. 

23.0  ... 

15  .. 

37.0 

Neath  Rural  

40,920  .... 

615  ... 

....  15.0 

15.6  . 

488  .. 

11.9 

1.30  ... 

....  28.0  .. 

20.0  .. 

25  . 

39.0 

Pontypridd  and  Llantrisant — 

Llantrisant  Rural 

30,920  ... 

656  ... 

....  21.2 

20.1 

323  .. 

10.4  . 

1.18  ... 

....  12.0  .. 

15.0  ... 

14  .. 

21.0 

Pontypridd  Urban  

35,000  .... 

558  ... 

....  15.9 

16.2  . 

431  .. 

12.3  . 

1.15  ... 

....  19.0  .. 

11.0  ... 

14  .. 

25.0 

Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg- 

Glyncorrwg  Urban  

9,490  ... 

177  ... 

....  18.7 

18.1 

88  . 

9.3 

1 .20  ... 

....  33.0  . 

23.0  .. 

44.0 

Port  Talbot  M.B 

51,600  .... 

823  ... 

....  15.9 

15.7  . 

535  .. 

10.4 

1.26  ... 

....  21.0  .. 

17.0  ... 

27  .. 

32.0 

South  East  Glamorgan — 


Barry  M.B.  

42,470  

661  .... 

....  15.6  ... 

16.1  .... 

444  

....  10.5  .... 

....  1 .02  

..  27.0  .... 

....  23.0  

31  .... 

....  46.0 

33,830  

640  .... 

....  18.9  ... 

18.0  .... 

367  .... 

....  10.8  .... 

....  1 .03  

8.0  .... 

....  9.0  

7 .... 

....  11.0 

1,150  ..  .. 

22  

....  19.1  ... 

19.3  .... 

5 .... 

....  4.3  .... 

....  0.36  

...  43.0  .... 

....  

1 .... 

43.0 

21,900  

394  .... 

....  18.0  .. 

19.3  .... 

155  .... 

....  7.1  .... 

....  1.03  

...  17.0  .... 

....  18.0  

1 1 .... 

27.0 

Ppnarth  1 Irhan  

22,390  

371  .... 

....  16.6  ... 

17.9  .... 

290  .... 

....  13.0  .... 

....  1.08  

...  19.0  .... 

....  24.0  

13  .... 

34.0 

West  Glamorgan — 

15,540  

244  .... 

....  15.7  .. 

16.8  .... 

159  

....  10.2  .... 

....  0.97  

4.0  

....  8.0  

1 .... 

....  4.0 

25,570  .. 

392  .. 

. 15.3  .. 

16.4  .... 

301  .... 

....  1 1 .8  .... 

....  1.16  

...  18.0  .... 

....  13.0  

1 0 .... 

....  25.0 

Pontardawe  Rural 

29,860  

366  .... 

....  12.3  .. 

13.9  .... 

463  ..  . 

....  15.5  .... 

....  1 .40  

...  19.0  .... 

....  16.0  

10  .... 

....  27.0 

Rhondda — 

Rhondda  M.B 

96,450  

1,425  .... 

....  14.8  .. 

15.2  .... 

....  1,291  ... 

....  13.4  .... 

....  1.35  

. 28.0  .... 

....  18.0  

58  .... 

....  40.0 

Public  Health  Department,  County  Hall,  Cardiff. 


31st  March,  1968 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  DURING  1967 

as  recorded  by  the  Register  General. 

Total  4 Weeks  AGE  IN  YEARS 

all  Under  & Under  & 75 

Sex  ages  4 Weeks  1 Year  1 — 5 — 15—  25—  35—  45 — 55—  65 — over 
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17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  during 
1967  as  compared  with  1962,  1963,  1964,  1965  and  1966. 


Disease 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Scarlet  Fever  

3 

...  7 

...  6 

...  12  

...  24  .... 

12 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

...  27  

...  7 

...  12  

...  13  .... 

56 

Diphtheria  

3 

■ 



- 

Measles 

674  

...  593  

...  132  

...  846  

...  403  .... 

576 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

...  1 



...  2 

_ — 

1 

Dysentery  

3 

6 



„ 6 

...  76  .... 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

..  1 .... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

_ — 

„ — 

„ — 

„ — .... 

....  — 

Smallpox  

■ 

- 

-■  - 

- - 



Paratyphoid  B.  

1 







Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 



Erysipelas  

■ 

2 

3 .... 

2 

Malaria  

1 



Poliomyelitis 





Food  Poisoning  

3 



2 

3 

2 

Undulant  Fever  



Encephalitis  (infectious) 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Pneumonia  

1 

„ 3 

..  2 

3 

6 

....  6 

Distribution  by  Wards. 


Margam 

West 

Margam 

Central 

Margam 

North 

Aberavon 

South 

Aberavon 

North 

■Aberavon 

East 

Aberavon 

West 

C 

o 

> 

cd 

£ 

5 

O 

TOTALS 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

_ 

2 

1 

3 

2 

12 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

7 

3 

4 

8 

2 

9 

15 

56 

Measles  

50 

63 

27 

142 

69 

61 

155 

9 

576 

Dysentery  

Meningococcal 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

4 

Infection 

_ 

— 

- --- 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  

— 

1 

_ 

. 

1 

2 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Pneumonia 
Tuberculosis — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Pulmonary 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

9 

Non-Pulmbnary 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

4 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

During  1967,  1031  persons  completed  their  primary  immunisation 
against  poliomyelitis.  Oral  vaccine  is  now  exclusively  used  in  this  area. 

In  addition  reinforcing  (booster)  doses  were  given  to  585  persons 
during  the  year. 
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Poliomyelitis. 


No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  1967. 


Tuberculosis — B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

This  valuable  form  of  protection  against  tuberculosis  was  made 
available  to  a further  age  group  of  school  leavers,  this  being  the 
thirteenth  year  of  the  scheme. 

The  parents  of  849  children  agreed  to  the  procedure  and  the 
children  were  given  the  preliminary  skin  test.  Of  this  number  675  were 
found  to  need  vaccination  of  which  675  submitted  to  and  were  duly 
vaccinated. 

Those  children  who  gave  a positive  reaction  to  the  skin  test  were 
invited  to  the  Chest  Clinic  where  they  were  duly  X-rayed.  On  this 
occasion  only  1 child  required  further  examination. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  period  under  review  914  children  received  their  primary 
course  of  injections,  757  of  these  being  born  in  1966  and  1967.  Some 
1,750  older  children  were  given  their  booster  injections. 


Whooping  Cough. 

56  children  were  notified  as  suffering  from  Whooping  Cough  during 
1967.  The  number  given  protective  injections  amounted  to  812. 


Smallpox  Vaccination. 

Under  1 year  

1 year  

2 — 4 years  

5 — 14  years  

15  years  or  over  

TCTAL 


No.  Vaccinated 
17 
66 
163 
23 


No.  Re-Vaccinated 
1 

2 

17 


269 


20 


Tuberculosis. 

I append  below  particulars  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
tuberculosis  register  at  the  beginning  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  together 
with  details  of  the  notifications  broken  down  into  the  various  age  groups 
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Number  of  Cases  on  Register  on  1st  January,  1967 — 283. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total  


Males 

Females 

117 

120 

15 

31 

132 

151 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  on  31st  December,  1967 — 262. 


Males  Females 

Pulmonary  107  109 

Non-Pulmonary  16  30 


Total  123  139 


Number  of  New  Notifications 

No.  of  In-Transfers  

Number  restored  to  Register 

Total  


13 

5 


18 


Number  left  district  

Number  died  

Number  recovered  

Number  removed  from  Register — Diagnosis  not  confirmed 
Unable  to  trace  Patient  

Total  


4 

5 
30 


39 


New  Cases  during  1967  (formally  notified): — 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

M.  F.  M.  F 

Under  1 year  _ 

Over  1 year  and  under  5 years 

Over  5 years  and  under  10  years 

__ 

. 

Over  10  years  and  under  15  vears 

_ 

Over  15  years  and  under  20  vears 



_ 

Over  20  years  and  under  25  years 

— 

_ 

_ 

Over  25  years  and  under  35  vears 

1 

1 

1 

Over  35  years  and  under  45  years 

2 .... 

1 

1 

Over  45  years  and  under  55  years 

4 

. 

1 

Over  55  years  and  under  65  years 

— 

1 

Over  65  years 

Totals  

5 

4 

2 

2 

Cases  not  formally  notified  (taken  from  local  Registrar’s  returns):— 2. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

No  review  of  the  health  and  welfare  of  a district  such  as  Port  Talbot 
would  be  complete  without  the  inclusion  of  certain  statistics  relating  to 
personal  health  and  welfare  and  as  members  will  know  this  work  is 
carried  out  locally  by  the  Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg  Health  Division  on 
behalf  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
being  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  that  Authority.  You  are 
represented  on  this  body  by  local  members  of  the  Borough  Council  acting 
as  spokesmen  for  the  borough  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  day  to  day 
management  of  the  services.  Details  of  the  services  being  provided  by  the 
Local  Health  Authority  are  given  below  for  the  information  of  Council. 


Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service. 

Total  domiciliary  confinements  168 

Doctor  present  17 


Domiciliary  Nursing  Service. 

Total  number  of  patients 
Types  of  cases: 

Medical  or  Surgical 

Tuberculous  

Total  number  of  visits 


1,238 

1,209 

29 

37,601 


Medical  Comforts. 

Total  Issues 


493 


Home  Help  Service. 

Total  Part-Time  and  Casual  Helps  107 

Types  of  cases  attended: 

Aged  and  Infirm  579 

Chronic  Sick  and  Tuberculosis  65 

Mentally  disordered  1 

Maternity  8 

Others  15 


Costs  Charged: 
Full  Cost 
Part  Cost 
Free  


No. 

% 

26 

3.89 

31 

4.64 

611 

91.47 

16 


Clinic  Services. 


Ante-Natal  and  Post  Natal  Clinics. 

Number  of  Women  who  attended  Ante-Natal  Clinics  1,060 

Number  of  Women  who  attended  Post-Natal  Clinics  Ill 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Number  of  Children  born  In  1967  who  attended  Infant 


Welfare  Clinics  901 

Number  of  Children  born  in  1966  who  attended  Infant 

Welfare  Clinics  904 

Number  of  Children  born  in  1962/65  who  attended  Infant 

Welfare  Clinics  1,329 

Total  3,134 

Health  Visitors. 

Visits  to  Children  born  in  1967  5,256 

Visits  to  Children  born  in  1966  6,395 

Visits  to  Children  born  in  1962/65  8,405 

Visits  to  Tuberculous  households  617 

Other  Visits  4,912 

Total  25,585 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Removal  of  Persons  in  need  of  Care  and  Attention. 

It  did  not  become  necessary  to  institute  statutory  action  under  this 
enactment  during  1967. 


HOUSING 

During  1967,  297  permanent  houses  were  completed  of  which  229 
were  built  by  the  Council  and  68  by  other  bodies  or  persons. 

In  order  that  easy  comparison  may  be  made  I give  below  the  figures 
for  the  past  ten  years  in  tabulated  form. 


Year. 

Houses  Completed  by 

Local  Authority. 

Houses  Completed  by 
Others. 

Total 

1967  

68 

9Q7 

1966  

167  

R7 

1965  

74 

/10Q 

1964  

85 

0'7'X 

1963  

100  

90 

1 on 

1962  

245  

o>io 

1961  

116 

1960  

103 

1959  .... 

1958  

17 


The  waiting  list  for  re-housing  by  the  Local  Authority  remains  high. 
At  the  end  of  1967  the  Housing  Manager  states  that  after  an  intensive 
screening  of  the  lists  of  applications  for  rehousing  held  in  his  department 
700  names  remained  on  his  file. 


This  compares  with  the  waiting  list  for  previous  years  thus: 


December  31st,  1966  800 

-•  ..  1965  850 

..  ..  1964  833 

” >1  1963  1,420 

..  ..  1962  1,520 

..  ..  1961  1,700 

..  „ I960  1,760 

..  „ 1959  1,550 

„ „ 1958  1,865 

..  ..  1957  1,695 

..  „ 1956  1,834 

..  ..  1955  1,699 

„ 1954  1,540 

1953  1,650 

„ „ 1952  1,340 

„ „ 1951  1,732 


I give  below  a table  that  gives  an  indication  of  some  of  the  special 
categories  of  applicants  where  re-housing  was  affected  during  the  period 
under  review. 

Families  suffering  from  or  exposed  to  Tuberculosis  4 


Families  from  Condemned  Houses  73 

Families  from  overcrowded  houses  3 

Key  Workers  in  Industry  8 


Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

No  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act 
were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  during  the  period  under 
review. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Mr.  R.  J.  Lillicrap,  the  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  West  Glamorgan 
Water  Board,  has  kindly  submitted  the  following  particulars  for  inclusion 
in  this  Annual  Report. 

‘The  water  supply  to  the  Port  Talbot  area  of  the  West  Glamorgan 
Water  Board  was  maintained  at  a high  standard  during  the  year,  only 
during  August  did  the  sources  reach  a low  level  and  even  then  it  proved 
unnecessary  to  bring  in  any  emergency  sources.  At  no  time  were  any 
restrictions  imposed  though  there  were  occasional  difficulties  in 
maintaining  a continuous  supply  to  some  parts  of  Baglan.  This  was  due 
solely  to  the  small  size  of  the  Blaen  Baglan  service  tank,  shortly  due  for 
replacement. 

Water  samples  originating  from  all  the  sources  in  use  were  taken  at 
regular  intervals  by  the  Board’s  Chemist  and  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  subjected  to  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis.  The 
Town  samples  originating  from  the  Ynysygwas,  Cwm  Wernderi  and  Cwm 
Gwineu  sources  were  consistently  satisfactory.  Two  unsatisfactory 
bacteriological  samples  were  found,  one  from  the  River  Neath  source  and 
the  other  from  the  Cwm  Philip  source.  In  both  cases,  however,  repeat 
samples  were  satisfactory.  None  of  the  Chemical  analysis  were  reported 
as  unsatisfactory. 

Within  the  Port  Talbot  Docks  area  eight  biologically  unsatisfactory  or 
doubtful  samples  were  taken.  Investigations  into  the  cause  are  still 
proceeding  but  the  fault  appears  to  be  unrelated  to  the  source  water. 

The  Board  does  not  now  test  for  Fluoride  Content  in  the  various 
sources,  so  there  is  no  information  available  on  this  aspect  of  the  water 
supply.” 

Mr.  Carter  reports  as  follows: — 

“Bacteriological  Sampling: 

1.  Submitted  by  Local  Authority  319 

2.  West  Glamorgan  Water  Board  187 


“Chemical  Sampling: 

1.  Submitted  by  Local  Authority  102 

We  have  received  no  results  of  water  submitted  for  chemical  analysis 
from  the  West  Glamorgan  Water  Board. 
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RAINFALL 


Month 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Rainfall  in 
inches 

Town  Centre 

3.85 
5.50 
2.10 
1.33 
4.84 
1.08 
5.95 
3.24 

7.86 
9.30 
2.72 
4.16 


GENERAL  INFORMATION. 

Education. 

The  following  information  has  been  provided  by  Mr.  Eben  Jones,  the 
Divisional  Education  Officer; — 

1.  Average  number  of  pupils  attending  primary  and  secondary 

secondary  schools  in  the  Borough  during  1967  10,413 

2.  Daily  average  number  of  pupils  receiving  school  meals  during 


3.  Daily  average  number  of  pupils  receiving  milk  in  school 
1967  - 


6,408 


Children’s  Department. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Davies,  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  Children’s  Officer, 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  details: — 

1.  Number  of  children  admitted  to  Children’s  Homes  in  1967  14 

2.  Number  of  children  boarded-out  5 

3.  Number  of  children  admitted  to  Approved  Schools  in  1967  10 
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Juvenile  Court. 

Mr.  P.  H.  R.  Thomas,  the  Clerk  to  the  Court,  states  that  287  children 
between  the  ages  of  eight  and  seventeen  years  were  brought  before  the 
Juvenile  Court  during  1967. 


Welfare  Services.  Part  III — Accommodation. 

8 males  and  4 females  from  Port  Talbot  were  admitted  to  County 
Council  Hostels  during  1967. 


“Arwelfa”,  Cymmer  

“Mor-Awelon”,  Port  Talbot 
“Morfa  Afan”  Port  Talbot 
“Danygraig”  Porthcawl 


Male. 

1 

5 

1 

1 


Female. 

1 

2 

1 


8 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  on  the  waiting  list  for  admission 
were  4 females  and  8 males. 


Employment  of  Disabled  Persons. 

Number  Registered  Disabled  in  December,  1967 

Number  Registered  Disabied  placed  in  Employ- 
ment in  1967  

Number  Registered  Disabled  wholly  Unemployed 
in  December,  1967  


Male.  Female. 
867  88 

81  9 

134  28 


I append  below  details  of  the  unemployment  figures  for  Port  Talbot 
for  the  past  ten  years: — 


December,  1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 


Male. 

230 

225 

188 

276 

439 

361 

338 

458 

853 

563 


Female. 

123 

70 

70 

137 

137 

153 

146 

195 

230 

277 
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Maiadjustment  Survey  1967 
Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg  Division 

I have  recently  completed  the  above-named  Survey.  The  relevant 
figures  are  as  follows: — 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 


1.  No.  of  children  referred  by  Head  Teachers  25  9 34 

2.  No.  of  children  with  completed  Social 

Adjustment  Guides  21  9 30 

3.  No.  of  children  investigated  further  15  6 21 

4.  No.  of  children  considered  suitable  for 

residential  treatment  9 2 11 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  4 of  the  above  children  have  been  placed 
in  residential  care  since  the  survey  was  taken,  3 in  the  care  of  the 
Children’s  Dept,  and  1 in  Ysgol  Hendre.  Recently  another  child’s 
behaviour  has  deteriotated  and  he  may  well  need  residential  placement. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

As  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I am  in  communication  with 
various  industrial  organisations  in  the  Borough  and  on  this  occasion  I 
append  below  particulars  of  the  health  and  welfare  facilities  provided  by 
the  following  organisations: 

(a)  Baglan  Bay  Works. 

B.P.  Chemicals  (U.K.)  Limited. 

Mr.  P.  C.  Farmer,  the  Personnel  Officer  of  B.P.  Chemicals  (U.K.)  Ltd. 
informs  me  that  on  31st  December,  1967,  the  Baglan  Bay  Works  had  in 
their  employment  351  hourly  paid  employees,  255  staff.  Out  of  this  total 
of  606,  9 are  regisered  disabled  persons  which  makes  the  percentage  of 
registered  disabled  persons  approximately  1.5%. 

They  have  canteen  facilities  for  both  staff  and  hourly  paid  employees 
which  are  capable  of  meeting  the  needs  of  a larger  Works.  In  addition, 
mess  rooms  are  provided  on  all  plants  for  shift  workers.  There  have  been 
no  extensions  to  their  welfare  activities  in  the  past  year  apart  from  the 
fact  that  their  sports  and  social  club  no  longer  exists  and  they  have  been 
absorbed  into  the  BP  Llandarcy  club. 

(b)  J.R.  Freeman  & Son. 

Mr.  M.  Wakely  the  Personnel  Officer  of  Messrs.  J.  F.  Freeman  and 
Son,  has  kindly  given  me  the  following  particulars: 

“STRENGTH  OF  LABOUR  EMPLOYED— 175 

(1)  Breakdown  consists  of:  11  Males  150  Females  Factory  Workers 

5 Males  9 Females  Staff 

(2)  Percentage  of  Registered  Disabled  Persons. 

3%  at  present.  The  company  are  represented  on  the  Port  Talbot 
and  districts  Advisory  Committee  and  hope  to  increase  our  per- 
centage of  R.D.P’s  in  the  near  future. 
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(3)  Number  and  Extent  of  Canteens. 

Company  subsidised  canteen,  serving  both  staff  and  factory.  Varied 
menu  consisting  of  hot  and  cold  meals,  snacks  etc.  Morning  tea 
is  supplied  free  of  charge  and  there  is  a rate  concession  for 
young  people  between  the  ages  of  15 — 18  years. 

(4)  Welfare  Activities. 

Well  equipped  surgery  with  full  time  S.R.N.  in  attendance.  Lady 
Doctor  visits  factory  one  afternoon  a week  and  examines  all  new 
employees  before  employment  is  commenced.  Any  employee  may 
consult  doctor  on  application  to  the  factory  nurse. 

Facilities  provided  for  miniature  X-ray  examinations  at  regular 
intervals.  Non  contributory  sick  benefit  for  certified  sickness  and 
special  rates  for  certain  illnesses  such  as  Cancer  or  Tuberculosis. 
Overalls  are  provided  and  laundered  free  of  charge.  Employees  are 
encouraged  to  seek  advice  on  domestic  or  personal  troubles  and 
are  put  in  touch  with  the  necessary  authority. 

A company  approved  Social  Club  has  a membership  of  98%. ” 

(c)  Steel  Company  of  Wales. 

Mr.  Philip  R.  Locke,  Secretary  of  the  Steel  Company  of  Wales 
Limited  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information; 

1.  Strength  of  Labour  Force: 


Staff  4,521 

Operatives  12,031 


16,552 


2.  Percentage  of  Registered  disabled  persons  2.49%. 

3.  Number  and  extent  of  canteens  provided 

The  main  canteens  at  Abbey  and  Margam  Works  are  for  staff  only; 
they  operate  for  lunch  from  12.30  p.m.  to  2.00  p.m.  and  for  teas 
from  4.30  p.m.  to  5.00  p.m.  These  canteens  also  provide  a trolley 
service  for  morning  coffee  and  afternoon  tea,  approximately  2,000 
“cups”  are  dispensed  daily. 

4.  There  are  eleven  canteens  providing  the  following  service  for 
operatives:  in  five  canteens  a "kitchen  to  counter”  service 
provides  breakfast,  lunches  and  teas;  the  other  six  are  supplied 
with  a "platter”  service  for  breakfast  and  luncheon  only.  One 
canteen  in  the  first  group  provides  a "24”  hour  service. 

The  Port  Talbot  canteen  is  supplied  by  Margam  staff  canteen  and 
provides  a lunch  service  for  staff,  apprentices  and  also  the 
Industrial  Rehabilitation  Unit,  the  latter  unit  is  at  present  without 
its  own  catering  facilities. 

In  addition  to  these  services  there  are  100  vending  machines 
situated  throughout  the  works  dispensing  cigarettes,  sweets  and 
chocolates,  milk,  hot  and  cold  beverages  and  on  a contract  basis 
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with  the  vending  company  there  are  approximately  4,000  snacks 
dispensed  per  week.  Approximate  figures  for  the  other  items 
dispensed  are  available  if  required.” 

(d)  New  Deep  Water  Tidal  Harbour. 

Finally,  Mr.  S.  T.  Evans,  Docks  Manager,  has  given  the  following 
write-up  on  the  New  Tidal  Harbour  which  is  of  considerable  interest  and 
practical  importance  to  the  Borough  of  Port  Talbot. 

“The  British  Transport  Docks  Board  are  at  present  constructing  a 
Tidal  Harbour  at  Port  Talbot  for  the  importation  of  Iron  Ore  in  large  bulk 
carriers.  Contractors  are  busily  constructing  a massive  Breakwater,  and 
a deep  Entrance  Channel  is  being  dredged  for  ships  carrying  100,000  tons 
of  cargo.  Provision  has  been  made  for  additional  dredging  in  order  to 
accommodate  vessels  of  150,000  tons  deadweight. 

Work  on  the  construction  of  the  harbour  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Docks  Board,  while  the  Steel  Company  of  Wales  has  undertaken  the 
installation  of  unloading  equipment  on  the  800  yard  long  Jetty.  The  cost 
of  the  whole  project  is  estimated  at  £17m. 

In  the  course  of  developing  the  scheme,  tidal  models  were  extensively 
studied,  both  at  the  Wallingford  Hydraulic  Research  Station  and  at  the 
laboratories  of  Geo.  Wimpey  & Co.  Ltd.,  in  order  to  determine  the  most 
favourable  alignment  of  the  Breakwaters  and  the  layout  of  the  Harbour  and 
Jetty. 

Messrs.  Marples,  Ridgeway-Kier  are  at  present  engaged  on  the 
construction  of  the  Jetty  and  the  Breakwater.  Basically,  the  construction 
of  the  Breakwater  is  of  an  inner  fill  of  small  stone  aggregate  protected  by 
an  outer  shell  of  massive  boulders  weighing  6/8  tons  apiece.  Work  has  so 
far  been  concentrated  upon  the  Main  or  Eastern  Breakwater  which,  when 
completed,  will  extend  seawards  for  almost  one-and-a-quarter  miles.  This 
structure  is  visibly  inching  its  way  seaward  and  so  far  has  progressed 
about  one  mile  out  into  the  waters  of  the  Bristol  Channel.  The  Western  or 
Lee  Breakwater  will  form  a quarter-mile  extension  to  an  existing  Break- 
water and  the  preliminary  approaches  to  this  structure  have  already  been 
laid  down. 

The  second  stage  of  the  development,  which  is  also  now  in  progress, 
involves  the  capital  dredging  of  some  ten  million  cubic  yards  of  spoil 
from  within  the  Breakwaters  and  the  approaches  of  the  new  Harbour. 
Two  of  the  foremost  dredging  Companies  in  the  world — Westminster 
Dredging  Company  and  K.L.  Kalis,  Sons  & Co.  Ltd., — have  formed  a 
consortium  to  undertake  this  work. 

The  last  stage  of  the  project  calls  for  the  construction  of  the 
discharging  berth  itself  which  will  abut  a Jetty  800  yards  in  length.  Work 
on  the  Jetty  has  now  started.  Two  transporter  cranes  will  discharge  the 
Cre  on  to  a conveyor  belt  running  the  length  of  the  jetty  into  the  Steel- 
works stockyards,  which  will  be  situated  immediately  adjacent  to  the 
Harbour. 

It  is  anticipated  that  work  on  the  new  Harbour  will  be  completed  in 
July,  1969.” 
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BOROUGH  OF  PORT  TALBOT 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 

of  Port  Talbot 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  again  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report. 
This  is  the  report  for  1967,  and  my  sixth  as  your  Chief  Public  Heaifh 
Inspector. 

After  having  experienced  a considerable  period  in  which  we  were 
short  staffed,  we  happily  were  able  during  the  year  not  only  to  fill  the 
outstanding  vacancy  in  the  Department  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  J.  G. 
Rowlands,  who  came  to  us  from  Newcastle  Emiyn,  but  also  to  have  an 
additional  member  to  our  existing  staff  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Keith 
Snook,  who  had  recently  qualified.  These  have  both  proved  excellent 
appointments. 

A reference  is  made  in  the  body  of  this  report  to  a successful 
Departmental  Exhibition  which  was  held  at  the  Afan  Lido  as  part  of  a 
larger  town  effort  in  August.  The  Exhibition  was  an  undoubted  success. 


Our  work  in  the  matter  of  unfit  houses  continued  at  an  even  tempo 

indeed  in  this  respect  this  work  could  proceed  at  a quicker  rate  if  the 

resources  were  there.  However,  the  progress  is  not  unreasonable  for  a 
town  such  as  ours. 

We  have  progressed  quite  satisfactorily  in  the  work  of  investigations 
necessary  as  a result  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery 
Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966  and  (Amendments)  Regulations,  1966.  It 
will  be  observed  that  we  have  had  to  take  strong  measures  in  respect  of 
certain  unsatisfactory  food  premises.  Certainly  we  do  not  intend  to 
countenance  the  operation  of  dirty  food  premises  in  the  town. 
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We  have  increasing  worries  that  many  parts  of  Port  Talbot  are  spoiled 
by  the  depressing  habits  of  people  in  depositing  rubbish  in  all  conceivable 
places.  The  Public  Health,  Offices  and  Shops  Committee  are  applying 
what  available  means  there  are  to  prevent  people  practising  such  bad 
habits. 

I am  grateful  for  the  loyalty  displayed,  as  always,  by  my  staff.  To  the 
Chairmen,  Deputy  Chairman  ,and  Members  of  both  the  Public  Health, 
Offices  and  Shops  Committee,  and  the  Joint  Housing  and  Public  Health 
Committee,  and  to  the  Town  Clerk,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  all 
Officials  of  Council  much  thanks  is  also  due  for  the  spirit  of  co-operation 
which  always  prevailed. 


I am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

LESLIE  J.  CARTER, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  under  the  Public  Health, 
Factories  and  Housing  Acts,  etc. 

GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 

Housing  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  2,434 

Structural  Defects  279 

Drains,  Yards,  Urinals,  W.C’s  etc 443 

Amusement  Houses,  Cinemas,  etc 42 

Verminous  Premises  73 

Dirty  Conditions  121 

Accumulations  290 

Ashpits,  Privies  and  Cesspools  (Refuse  Tips)  157 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  299 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  73 

Food  Premises,  Kitchens  and  Vehicles  1,125 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings,  Tenements,  etc 62 

Offensive  Trades  27 

Factories  148 

Fish  Friers  58 

Ice-Cream  Premises  217 

Bakehouses  62 

Want  of  Cleanliness  30 

Overcrowding  9 

Unreasonable  Temperature  3 

Inadequate  Drainage  of  Floors  3 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation  3 

Sanitary  Accommodation  not  separate  for  sexes  1 

Other  Offences  11 

Pigstyes  and  Swine  Keeping  44 

Stables,  Refuse  and  Manure  26 

Rats  and  Mice  7,325 

Smoke  Nuisances  31 

Animals  25 

Meat  Inspections  507 

Slaughterhouse,  Other  than  Meat  Inspection  75 
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Water  Sampling — 

Bacteriological  176 

Chemical  64 

Water  Supplies  20 

Food  and  Drug  Sampling  317 

Schools  24 

Water  Courses  7 

Milk  Sampling  (Bacteriological)  22 

Ice-Cream  Sampling  16 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc 659 

Atmospheric  Pollution  Bottles  1,822 

Court  Cases  9 

Public  Houses  88 

Infectious  Diseases  4 

Re-visits  to  Shops  and  Offices  449 

Plans  66 

Noise  Nuisances  63 

Dust  Nuisances  15 

Beach  (Sea  Pollution)  4 

Hairdressers  13 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  22 

Mobile  Vehicles  32 

HOUSING  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  the 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  555 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  in  respect  of  same 2,434 

Number  of  houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  II3 

Number  of  houses  found  not  in  all  respects  to  be 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  442 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  Notices  278 
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The  number  of  nuisances  discovered,  together  with  the  number  of 
Notices  served  during  the  year  were  as  follows: — 


Nature  of  Inspection 

Nuisances 

discovered 

Informal 

Notices 

served 

Abatement 

Notices 

served 

Structural  Defects  

228 

228 

6 

Drains,  Yards,  etc 

358 

358 

3 

Dirty  Conditions,  etc. 

70  

70 

Pigstyes  and  Swine  

7 

7 

Food  Premises  

233 

233 

Rats  and  Mice  

336 

336 

Accumulations  

244 

244 

Verminous  Premises  

56  

56 

Verminous  Persons  

1 

1 

... 

Stables  and  Manure  

2 

2 ... 

— 

Improper  Keeping  of  Animals 

9 .... 

9 ... 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  

10  .... 

10  ... 

_ 

Overcrowding  

12 

12 



Smoke  Nuisances  

26 

26 

Noise  Nuisances  

29 

29 

Dust  Nisances  

10 

10 

Redecoration  

5 

5 

Others  (Electrical)  

2 .... 

2 

— 

Totals  

1,639  .... 

....  1 ,639  ... 

9 

The  nature  of  the  work  carried  out  to  abate  the  various  nuisances 
and  contraventions  was  as  follows:- 

Houses:  Roofs  repaired  52;  Walls  repaired  35;  Wallplaster  renewed  68; 
Chimney  stacks  repaired  10;  Ceilings  repaired  28;  Floors  repaired  42; 
Dampness  remedied  15;  Windows  repaired  82;  Water  service  pipes 
repaired  42;  Fireplaces  repaired  14;  Staircases  repaired  16;  Dangerous 
structures  demolished  5;  Intervening  Ventilated  Space  1. 

Drainage:  Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  39;  Inspection  chambers 
renewed  or  repaired  13;  Vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  8;  Yards  relaid 
8;  Rainwater  tailpipes  renewed  or  repaired  14;  Baths  repaired  1;  Water 
closet  cleared  2;  Drains  relaid  or  repaired  46;  Drains  cleared  260;  Drains 
tested  152  (smoke  78,  colour  68,  chemical  6). 

Toilet  Fittings,  etc.:  W.C.  Cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  32;  W.C.  pans 
renewed  19;  Sink  waste  pipes  unblocked  16;  New  gullies  provided  16; 
New  sinks  provided  12. 

Verminous  and  dirty  houses: 

Bed  bugs:  Number  of  houses  infested  6;  Number  of  houses  disinfested  by 
Local  Authority  6. 

Cockroaches:  Number  of  houses  infested  13;  Number  of  houses  disinfested 
by  Local  Authority  13. 

Ants:  Number  of  houses  infested  41;  Number  of  houses  disinfested  by 
Local  Authority  41. 
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In  addition  8 houses  were  treated  for  woodworm,  3 for  wasps  and  3 
for  silverfish. 

Accumulations:  Accumulations  removed  202. 

Food  Premises:  Redecoration  carried  out  62;  Cleanliness  improved  78; 
Washing  facilities  provided  or  improved  30;  Nailbrushes  provided  48; 
Provision  of  refuse  receptacles  25;  Protection  of  food  from  risk  of 
contamination  92. 

Food  Vehicles:  Name  and  address  provided  33;  Hot  and  cold  water 
provided  23;  Provision  of  nailbrushes,  etc.,  32;  Protection  of  food  from 
risk  of  contamination  40;  Provision  of  refuse  receptacles  21;  Clean  head 
coverings  provided  5. 


SLAUGHTERING  FACILITIES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 
Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963 

In  1967  there  was  a sharp  increase  in  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  at  the  private  abattoir  in  Port  Talbot.  There  was  a grand  total 
of  29,087  animals  killed  as  compared  with  14,892  for  the  previous  year. 
The  reason  for  this  is  that  during  the  year  the  slaughtering  contractor 
changed  and  with  this  change  the  slaughtering  personnel  increased  from 
two  to  four.  The  immediate  impact  of  having  so  much  extra  work  to 
perform  at  the  abattoir  was  overcome  and  before  long  the  premises  was 
coping  with  the  increased  kill  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

The  slaughter  of  bulls,  bullocks  and  heifers  increased  from  1,031  to 
1,954,  that  of  cows  from  86  to  101,  calves  from  181  to  831,  sheep  from 
10,091  to  20,219,  and  pigs  from  3,503  to  5,982.  This  increased  trade  was 
undoubtedly  of  great  importance  not  only  to  the  abattoir  itself,  but  also 
for  Port  Talbot  as  well. 

The  charges  for  meat  inspection  continued  at  the  rate  of  50%  of  the 
maximum  allowed  under  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  but  the 
Public  Health,  Offices,  and  Shops  Committee  are  giving  consideration  to 
the  possibility  of  increasing  the  charges. 

The  record  of  the  number  of  animals  killed  week  by  week  is  shown 
at  the  tables  on  pages  36  to  38.  The  following  also  gives  comparative 
figures  for  the  previous  ten  years. 


1957 

1 1 ,047 

1962 

12,746 

1958 

12,590 

1963 

12,349 

1959 

12,795 

1964 

12,672 

1960 

1 1 ,549 

1965 

12,866 

1961 

13,019 

1966 

14,892 
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A full  record  of  the  amount  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat 
condemned  during  the  year  is  shown  as  follows: — 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE  MEAT  CONDEMNATIONS  FOR  YEAR  1967 
Bulls,  Bullocks  and  Heifers 

TUBERCULOSIS:  2 Heads 

DISEASE  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS: 


24  Heads  and  Tongues 

— 6 Cysticercus  Bovis; 

12  Actinomycosis;  1 Ulcerated; 

3 Actinobacillosis;  1 Abscess; 

1 Ringworm. 

277  Lungs 

— 174  Pleurisy;  35  Hydatid  Cysts; 

8 Abscess;  29  Congested; 

27  Pneumonia;  1 Emphysema; 

1 Parasitic;  2 Contaminated. 

14  Hearts 

— 10  Cysticercus  Bovis;  4 Pericarditis. 

682  Livers 

— 568  Distomatosis;  7 Angiomata; 

8 Cirrhosis;  68  Abscess; 

12  Peritonitis;  15  Hydatid  Cysts; 

3 Parasitic;  1 Necrosis. 

96  Part  Livers 

— 96  Distomatosis. 

5 Spleens 

— 4 Inflamation;  1 Peritonitis. 

9 Skirts 

— 2 Abscess;  3 Cysticercus  Bovis; 

1 Peritonitis;  3 Pleurisy. 

14  Omentum  and  Stomachs 

— 11  Cysticercus  Bovis;  3 Peritonitis. 

14  Mesentaries  and  Intestines 

— 11  Cysticercus  Bovis;  3 Peritonitis. 

9 Carcases  refrigerated 

— Cysticercus  Bovis. 

2 Complete  Offals 

— 1 Pleurisy  and  Pertonitis; 

1 Septicaemia. 

1 Kidney 

— Nephritis. 

1 Forequarter  of  Beef 

— 1 Fracture  and  Cysticercus  Bovis. 

Calves 

2 Carcass 

— 1 Immaturity; 

1 Patholigical  Emaciation. 

4 Lungs 

— 4 Pneumonia. 

4 Plucks 

— 1 Septic  Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis; 

2 Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis;  1 Abscess, 

3 Kidneys 

— Petechial  Haemorrhages. 

1 Hind  Leg 

— Bruised. 

4 Livers 

— 1 Peritonitis;  3 Abscess. 

Cows 

12  Livers 

— 4 Distomatosis;  4 Hydatid  Cysts; 

2 Cavernous  Angiomata; 

2 Peritonitis. 

1 Heart 

— 1 Pericarditis. 

8 Lungs 

— 6 Hydatid  Cysts;  1 Abscess; 

1 Pleurisy. 

1 Head  and  Tongue 

— 1 Actinomycosis. 
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Pigs 

TUBERCULOSIS:  77  Heads,  1 Hindquarter. 
DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS: 


1875  Lungs 


793  Livers 


23  Hearts 
17  Kidneys 

9 Stomachs  and  Intestines 
2 Hind  Legs  and  Loins 
29  Whole  Plucks 
2 Carcasses 
1 Foot 

1 Leg 

2 Shoulders 
1 Spleen 

1 Forequarter 


824  Congested:  876  Pneumonia; 

25  Pleurisy;  143  Peritonitis: 

7 Abscess. 

5 Cysts;  7 Peritonitis;  1 Abscess; 

4 Parasitic; 

733  Ascaris  Lumbricoides; 

26  Necrosis;  17  Cirrhosis. 

23  Pericarditis. 

4 Hydatid  Cysts;  4 Hydro  Nephrosis; 
4 Nephritis;  5 Retention  Cysts. 

6 Peritonitis:  3 Inflammation. 
Bruising. 

29  Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis. 

1 Dead  on  Arrival;  1 Fevered. 
Arthritis. 

Arthritis. 

1 Bruised;  1 Fractured. 

Inflammation. 

Abscess. 


10  Carcasses 

1 Carcass  and  Offal 
3928  Lungs 


2792  Livers 


11  Plucks 
3 Legs 

3 Shoulders 

1 Part  Leg 

4 Kidneys 
4 Hearts 

2 Thin  Flanks 
2 Ribs 


Sheep 

— 1 Immaturity: 

5 Patholigical  Emaciation; 

2 Bruising;  1 Abscess;  1 Dropsy. 

— Pathological  Emaciation. 

— 193  Strongyli;  2519  Parasitic; 

864  Pneumonia;  5 Cystic; 

48  Pleurisy:  294  Congested; 

5 Abscess. 

— 1249  Distomatosis;  1419  Parasitic; 
11  Peritonitis:  97  Tenuicolis  Cysts; 
7 Abscess:  9 Degeneration. 

— 11  Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis. 

— 2 Bruising;  1 Broken. 

— 2 Bruising:  1 Abscess. 

— Abscess. 

— 3 Nephritis;  1 Cystic. 

— 1 Parisitic;  2 Pericarditis; 

1 Cystic. 

— 2 Haemorrhages. 

— 2 Abscesses. 
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The  percentage  figures  of  diseased  animals  over  a period  of  years 
are  as  follows; — 


Tuberculosis 


Year. 

Cattle  excluding 
Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

1958  

6.22 

..  20.0  „ 

_ 

2.36 

1959 

....  16.25 

-- 



2 4 

1960  

67 

_ 

- 



1 82 

1961 

093  





2 81 

1962  

0.61 





1.07 

1963 

0.24 



- 

1.19 

1964  

0.08 

_ 

- 

1.07 

1965  

— 

— 

. 

0.57 

1966  

— 





60 

1967  

— 

— 

— .... 

— 

1 .38 

Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 


Year. 

Cattle  excluding 
Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs 

1958 

48.22 

53.33 

1.70  

...  28.11  

...  31 .73 

1959  

50.7 

50.0  .... 

2.0  

...  21.3  

...  27.6 

1960  

43.19 

50.0  .... 

....  1.86  

...  12.9  

...  28.02 

1961 

32.92 

40.0  .... 

79  

...  14.6  

...  35.57 

1962  

26.86 

10.0  .... 

....  1 .5  

...  16.01  

...  38.55 

1963  

28.96  .. 

— 

....  0.95  

...  17.86  

...  43.55 

1964  

45.84  .. 

— 

— 

...  27.98  

...  36.42 

1965 

50.2 

— 

— 

...  33.88  

...  38.8 

1966  

56.2 

48.2  .... 

— 

...  36.5  

...  40.63 

1967  

58.49  ... 

56.43  .... 

....  0.32  

...  32.65  

...  44.6 

Bovine  Cysticercosis 

Year 

CATTLE  OTHER 
Examined 

THAN  COWS. 

Affected  Percentage 

Examined 

COWS. 

Affected 

Percentage 

1958 

1012  

. 23  .... 

....  2.27  

15  ... 

- . . 



1959 

785  

1 1 .... 

1.4  

2 ... 

— 

— 

1960 

889  

11  .... 

....  1 .23  

2 ... 

— 

— 

1961 

1069  

10  .... 

93  

5 ... 

„ 

— 

1962 

983  

3 .... 

....  0.31  

10  ... 

■ _ 

— 

1963 

1257  

. 13  .... 

....  1 .03  

4 ... 

„ 

— 

1964 

1263  

9 .... 

....  0.71  

... 

— _ 

— 

1965 

1032  

2 .... 

....  0.19  

81  ... 

— _ 

— 

1966 

1031  

6 .... 

....  0.58  

86  ... 

— _ 

— 

1967 

1954  

1 0 .... 

0.51  

101  ... 
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UNSOUND  OR  UNWHOLESOME  FOOD  CONDEMNED  OR  SURRENDERED 
FROM  FOOD  PREMISES  THROUGHOUT  THE  BOROUGH  DURING 

THE  YEAR 

As  in  previous  years  shopkeepers  bring  to  the  Department  any 
unsound  food  which  they  have  on  their  premises  in  order  that  we  may 
give  surrender  notes  for  them.  This  is  the  best  system  that  can  be 
devised  as  shopkeepers  are  by  this  means  enabled  to  have  the  incentive 
to  rotate  their  stock  and  to  extract  from  it  any  doubtful  canned  foods  or 
otherwise  unsound  food  which  they  may  have  on  the  premises. 


Fish:  128  lbs.  1 oz. 

Fruit:  493  lbs.  13  oz. 

Vegetables:  208  lbs.  10  oz. 

Raw  Meat:  372  lbs.  9 oz. 

Tinned  Meat:  538  lbs.  13  oz. 

Tinned  Milk:  65  lbs.  8 oz.  and  pints. 
Miscellaneous:  27  lbs.  15  oz. 
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Annual  Slaughtering  Returns — Continued. 
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937  50  — 6 704  177 

802  28  18  14  528  214 

606  26  — 2 296  282 

550  3116  41  163  3 21  3 25  443  2132  60  775 


Summary  of  Annual  Slaughter 

Bulls,  Bullocks  and  Heifers  
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FOOD  SUBMITTED  FOR  ANALYSIS 

Inspection  and  Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs  to 
safeguard  quality,  description,  etc. 


During  the  year  317  samples  of  various  foods  and  drugs  were  taken 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  at  the  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Cardiff. 

Seventeen  of  these  samples  were  found  to  be  adulterated  or  other- 
wise unsatisfactory. 

The  number  of  samples  that  we  take  is  one  which  is  satisfactory  for 
the  population  of  the  Borough,  and  as  always  we  spread  the  sampling 
over  the  whole  Borough  and  endeavour  to  see  that  the  variety  of  foods 
and  drugs  is  as  wide  as  possible. 

The  number  and  variety  of  foods  submitted  for  analysis  were  as 
follows: — 

Anchovy  Paste  1;  Apricot  Crumble  1;  Apricot  Dessert  1;  Baby  Food  2; 
Baked  Beans  1;  Batter  Mix  1;  Beef  Curry  with  Rice  1;  Beetroot  1; 
Blancmange  Powder  1;  Brandy  1;  Bread  1;  Breakfast  Cereal  1;  Broad 
Beans  1;  Butter  7;  Butter  Beans  1;  Calcium  Beverage  1;  Cheese  3; 
Cheese  flaps  1;  Cheese  spread  1;  Chocolate  Milk  Meal  1;  Chop  Suey  1; 
Christmas  Puddng  1;  Cockles  2;  Cocoa  1;  Cognac  2;  Coffee  and  Chicory 
Essence  1;  Coffee  drink  1;  Coconut  Cake  1;  Condensed  Milk  1;  Cooking  Oil 
2;  Cornflour  2;  Crabmeat  1;  Cream  3;  Creamed  Rice  Pudding  1;  Cranberry 
Sauce  1;  Curried  Beef  with  Rice  1;  Custard  Powder  2;  Dates  1;  Dehydrated 
Meat  1;  Dehydrated  Soup  1;  Dessert  Powder  1;  Desicated  Coconut  2; 
Dried  Fruit  4;  Drinking  Chocolate  1;  Dripping  1;  Extract  de  tomatoes  1; 
Figs  1;  Fish  Paste  1;  Flour  1;  Fruit  Pie  1;  Fruit  Salad  1;  Gin  3;  Golden 
Crumbs  1;  Ground  Almonds  1;  Honey  comb  mould  1;  Horseraddish  relish 
1;  Ice-cream  9;  Ice-cream  powder  1;  Iced-lolly  1;  Instant  non-fat  skimmed 
milk  1;  Jam  4;  Jam  Pudding  1;  Jelly  5;  Lard  7;  Lemon  Curd  1;  Lentils  1; 
Macaroni  Pudding  1;  Malt  food  supplement  1;  Margarine  3;  Marmalade  1; 
Marmalade  sponge  pudding  1;  Milk  50;  Channel  Island  Milk  7;  Milk  shake 
flavouring  2;  Mincemeat  2;  Mushrooms  2;  Mushroom  cubes  1;  Noodles  and 
beef  in  sauce  1;  Oats  1;  Parsnips  1;  Peas  3;  Pepper  1;  Pie  Filling  3;  Pickle 
5;  Raisins  2;  Raspberries  1;  Rice  2;  Salad  Cream  2;  Salmon  2;  Salmon 
Spread  2;  Salt  1;  Sandwich  Spread  1;  Sauce  1;  Scones  1;  Semolina  1; 
Slimming  biscuits  2;  Snack  meal  1;  Soup  3;  Spaghetti  with  cheese  and 
tomato  sauce  1;  Spaghetti  bolognese  1;  Sparkling  orangeade  2;  Sponge 
mix  1;  Sponge  roll  1;  Starch  reduced  rolls  1;  Stuffing  mixture  5;  Sugar 
1;  Tapioca  flakes  2;  Tapioca  Pudding  1;  Tartare  Sauce  1;  Tea  1;  Teacake 
mixture  1;  Tomatoes  2;  Trifle  pack  1;  Trifle  sponges  1;  Vanilla  flavouring 
1;  Vinegar  4;  Vodka  2;  Whiskey  4;  Winberries  1;  Yeast  extract  1;  Yoghourt 


Meat  and  Meat  Products 

Beef  in  gravy  3;  Beef  casserole  1;  Braised  kidneys  1;  Corned  beef  9; 
Faggots  3;  Hamburgers  and  onions  1;  Irish  stew  2;  Liver  and  bacon 
croquettes  1;  Luncheon  Meat  2;  Meat  Paste  4;  Meat  Pies  12;  Minced 
chicken  1;  Minced  meat  loaf  2;  Ox  tongue  2;  Pasty  2;  Potted  Beef  1; 
Sausages  7;  Stuffed  pork  roll  1;  Veal  snack  1. 
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Drugs  and  Medicinal  Preparations 


Analgesic  Tablets  1;  Butobarbitone  Tablets,  B.P.  1;  Childs  Cough  Mixture 
1,  Compound  vitamin  tablets  1;  Dexcropropoxyphene  Hydrochloride 
capsules  1;  Flurandrenaline  cream  1;  Gripe  mixture  1. 


Total  number  of  Samples  317 

Genuine  300 

Adulterated  or  otherwise  unsatisfactory  17 


This  figure  of  seventeen  includes  nine  samples  which  were 
submitted  as  special  samples  resulting  upon  complaints  by  residents  in 
the  Town  about  food  containing  foreign  material.  The  remaining  eight 
adulterated  samples  were  as  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  following 
straight  forward  sampling.  Any  proceedings  taken  as  a result  of 
adulterations  will  be  found  in  the  report  on  Magisterial  Court 
Proceedings  on  Page  64. 


The  private  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  which  were  as 
a result  of  complaints  were  as  follows:- 

Butter  containing  a high  proportion  of  salt  and  the  surface  layers  having 
a cheese-like  taste  and  odour;  Scones  having  a mouldy  and  musty  odour 
with  a visible  green  mould  of  penicillin;  Sparkling  Orangeade  containing 
0.15  p.p.m.  of  phenolic  disinfectant;  Bread  containing  broad-horned 
flour  beetles  and  mouse  droppings;  Luncheon  Meat  with  a small  piece  of 
hair  and  hide  of  a pig  embedded  in  the  meat;  Baby  Foods  in  a state  of 
decomposition;  Dehydrated  Meal  containing  spider  beetles;  Stuffed  Pork 
Roll  in  a can,  the  meat  of  which  was  badly  discoloured  and  had  an 
unpleasant  putrefactive  smell. 

All  incidents  of  this  kind  are  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Offices 
and  Shops  Committee,  and  action  taken  in  accordance  with  ’their 
instructions. 


The  comparison  with  previous  years  is  as  follows: — 


Year 

No.  of  Samples  taken.  Genuine. 

Not  Genuine 

1957  

323 

320  

3 

1958  

337 

326  

11 

1959  

307 

304  

3 

1960  

307 

305  

2 

1961  

308 

307  

1 

1962  

308 

306  

2 

1963  

323 

320  

3 

1964  

327 

320  

7 

1965  

312 

311 

1 

1966  

299 

289 

10 

1967  

317 

300  

17 

Number  of  samples  taken  per  1,000  of  population — Estimated 


51,000  - 6.21 

Percentage  of  Milks  taken  not  conforming  to  standards  in  relation 

to  number  taken  Nil. 

Percentage  of  Foods  other  than  Milk  not  conforming  to  standards  in 

relation  to  number  taken  3.08 


This  latter  percentage  does  not  include  the  nine  samples  which  were 
taken  as  a result  of  private  complaints. 
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FOOD  STANDARDS 

A number  of  meat  products  adversely  reported  upon  by  the  Public 
Analyst  were  all  reported  to  the  appropriate  Committee,  but  no  action 
was  taken  other  than  a warning  pending  the  coming  into  operation  of  the 
Canned  Meat  Products  Regulations  1967,  on  the  31st  May,  1969,  and  the 
Meat  Pie  and  Sausage  Roll  Regulations  1967,  coming  into  operation  on 
the  31st  May,  1968. 

A sample  of  calcium  beverage  was  found  to  contain  not  less  than 
7,000  p.p.pm.  of  sodium  cyclamate.  This  matter  in  being  reported  to  the 
Public  Health,  Offices  and  Shops  Committee,  it  was  decided  that  no 
action  be  taken  on  this  present  sample  as  it  was  understood  that  the  Law 
as  to  artificial  sweeteners  was  due  for  amendment. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  REGULATIONS 

Certain  other  general  public  health  regulations  such  as  those 
concerned  with  anti-oxidants,  preservatives,  colouring  matters,  lead  and 
arsenic,  emulsifiers  and  stabilisers  were  taken  into  consideration  in  the 
analysis  of  all  samples,  all  of  which  complied  with  these  regulations. 

LABELLING 

All  the  samples  complied  with  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953. 

THE  PRESERVATIVES  IN  FOOD  REGULATIONS,  1962 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (PRESERVATIVES)  REGULATIONS,  1962 

Milk: 

All  the  samples  of  milk,  condensed  milk,  cream,  and  ice-cream  were 
free  from  preservatives  and  colouring  matters. 

Drugs  and  Medicinal  Preparations: 

All  samples  of  drugs  were  reported  as  satisfactory,  and  complied 
with  standards  as  described  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  of  the 
requirements  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941,  and  were  pure 
for  pharmaceutical  purposes. 

Meat  and  Meat  Products: 

As  referred  to  earlier  in  the  report  action  regarding  unsatisfactory 
meat  products  so  far  as  meat  content  is  concerned  was  not  pursued 
whilst  awaiting  the  implementation  of  legal  standards  in  1968  and  1969. 

The  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations 

The  Regulations  provide  that  unless  milk  contains  a minimum  of  3% 
fat  and  8.5%  solids  other  than  milk  fat  it  shall  be  presumed — unless  the 
contrary  is  proved — that  the  milk  is  not  genuine.  The  average  percentage 
composition  of  the  whole  of  the  milk  samples  in  the  Borough  of  Port 
Talbot  in  1967  was  as  follows: — 

Number  of  Milk  fat  Non-fatty  solids — 

milk  samples  taken.  Percentage.  Percentage. 

57  4.72  8.78 
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The  figures  for  the  ten  previous  years  were  as  follows:- 


Year 

No.  of  milk 
samples  examined 

Milk  fat 
percentage 

Non-fatty  solids — 
percentage 

1957 

65 

3.66% 

8.45% 

1958 

59 

3.66% 

8.45% 

1959 

40 

3.77% 

8.64% 

1960 

62 

3.66% 

8.65% 

1961 

44 

3.71% 

8.64% 

1962 

44 

3.75% 

8.69% 

1963 

65 

3.73% 

8.65% 

1964 

56 

3.72% 

8.60% 

1965 

48 

3.83% 

8.64% 

1966 

60 

3.82% 

8.75% 

THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1959 
THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS  1960 
THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (CHANNEL  ISLANDS  AND  SOUTH 
DEVON  MILK).  REGULATIONS,  1956 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  remain  responsible 
for  duties  in  connection  with  dairy  farms,  and  the  registration  of  persons 
carrying  on  or  proposing  to  engage  in  the  business  of  the  dairy  farmer. 

The  Local  Authority’s  duties  are  to  enforce  the  Regulations  relative 
to  the  treatment  and  handling  of  milk;  the  provisions  regarding  the 
infection  of  milk  and  protection  against  contamination,  the  cleansing  and 
storage  of  vessels,  utensils  and  appliances,  the  conveyance  and 
distribution  of  milk,  the  registration  of  dairies  other  than  dairy  farms  and 
of  distributors. 

The  number  of  Licences  granted  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised,  sterilised, 
and  tuberculin  tested  milk  in  the  Borough  is  49. 

All  dairies  and  milk  shops,  etc.,  were  regularly  inspected  throughout 
the  year.  Sampling  of  milk  sold  from  wholesale  and  retail  establishments 
and  during  delivery  to  various  parts  of  the  Borough  was  maintained.  The 
number  of  samples  procured,  the  examination  undertaken,  and  the  result 
of  such  examination  were  as  follows: — 

Milk  Sampled  for  Bacteriological  Purposes: 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

Pasteurised  “ 

C.l.  Pasteurised  ' 

^tprili^pri  

HomoSnised  Pasteurised  

53  — 
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Milk  Sampled  for  Adulteration: 

Pasteurised  

C.l.  Pasteurised 

Sterilised  

Homogenised  Pasteurised 


57 


In  addition  there  are  installed  in  various  shops  and/or  restaurants 
milk  dispensers  for  the  supply  of  milk  for  consumption  on  the  premises. 
We  keep  a careful  watch  on  the  purity  of  this  method  of  supplying  milk. 

PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  16 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  are; — 

Ice-cream  Premises  124,  Fish  Frying  Premises  19,  Sausages  and  Prepared 
Meat  Premises  40. 

We  are  satisfied  with  the  condition  of  these  premises. 

Number,  Type  and  Classification  of  Food  Premises. 

The  following  are  the  variety  of  food  premises  for  which  complete 


records  are  now  filed  at  the  office: — 

Licensed  Premises  and  Clubs  60 

Bakehouses  7 

Wet  Fish,  Fruit  and  Vegetables  9 

Greengrocers  13 

Grocers  164 

Catering  Establishments  32 

Butchers  Premises  37 

Wet  Fish  only  2 

Fish  Friers  19 

Miscellaneous  17 

Off  Licenced  Premises  6 


There  are  in  addition  a number  of  industrial  canteens,  stalls  and 
vehicles  for  the  sale  of  food.  The  stalls  for  the  most  part  are  situated  at 
the  Fun  Fair,  Miami  Beach  and  on  the  Promenade. 

WATER  SAMPLES 

Five  hundred  and  six  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year.  This  represents  a carefully  selected  series 
of  samples  prepared  in  consultation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  so 
that  month  by  month  a complete  check  is  made  of  every  source  used  in 
the  Borough  for  drinking  purposes  and  also  for  swimming  purposes  at  our 
indoor  baths. 
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During  the  year  the  Water  Undertaking  was  transferred  to  the  newly 
formed  West  Glamorgan  Water  Board.  This  means  that  no  longer  are  we 
as  a Local  Authority  the  Water  Undertaking  for  the  area,  but  notwith- 
standing this  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  perform  their  duties  by  keeping  the  Local  Authority  informed 
separately  of  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  condition  of  the  water  used 
for  drinking  and  other  purposes. 

Of  the  five  hundred  and  six  samples  of  water  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination,  seventy-three  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Of  this 
number  sixty-three  were  from  unchlorinated  water  taken  before  treatment. 
These  unsatisfactory  samples  are  summarized  as  follows: — 


Before  Chlorination: 

River  Neath  Intake  55 

Cwmwernderi  Reservoir  1 

Cwmgwineu  Reservoir  3 

Ynysygwas  Reservoir  2 

Parc-y-Bryn  1 

Cwmphillip  1 

After  Chlorination: 

Margam  Area  4 

Cwmavon  Area  1 

Taibach  Area  1 

Aberavon  Area,  Docks  3 

Bryn  Area  1 


I addition  9 samples  of  water  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  and 
in  general  the  Public  Analyst  was  satisfied  with  the  physical  characteristics 
of  them. 


Sampling  of  Swimming  Bath  Water 

98  samples  of  swimming  bath  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  88  for  chemical  examination.  In  two  instances 
unsatisfactory  bacteriological  results  were  received  and  these 
circumstances  were  immediately  rectified. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  year  was  made  significant  by  the  coming  into  operation  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966, 
and  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1966. 

This  legislation  was  a marked  move  forward  in  the  endeavours  to 
achieve  food  standards,  necessary  in  premises  of  this  kind,  which  are 
comparable  with  more  permanent  and  fixed  shops. 

We  set  out  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  inspect  all  stalls,  vehicles, 
etc.,  which  came  within  the  province  of  the  new  Regulations,  and  much 
has  already  been  achieved  by  service  of  Notices,  advice  and  co-operation. 
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To  help,  I prepared  an  article  setting  out  the  new  provisions,  and  with 
the  approval  of  the  Committee,  a Press  Conference  was  organised  under 
the  Chairman  and  Officials,  and  we  were  pleased  with  the  wide  publicity 
given  to  the  Conference  and  the  article. 

The  Exihibition  at  the  Afan  Lido  in  August,  to  which  I have  made 
reference  in  my  opening  letter  to  this  Report,  while  covering  our  whole 
sphere  of  activities,  made  an  emphasis  on  clean  food.  Such  public 
relation  activities  cannot  do  anything  but  much  good  in  the  process  of 
attaining  solidly  good  food  standards.  The  Exhibition,  too,  aimed  at 
educating  the  public,  and  we  believe  it  was  generally  quite  successful. 

The  public  in  Port  Talbot,  are,  we  feel,  extremely  sensitive  to  the 
need  to  have  clean  food,  and,  as  has  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports, 
they  do  not  hesitate  to  come  to  us  with  their  complaints  when  the 
occasion  demands. 

Supermarkets,  and  other  self-service  shops  are  steps  in  the  right 
direction  when  we  have  regard  to  clean  food  standards.  The  protection 
afforded  to  food  by  having  most  of  it  pre-packed,  with  the  consequent 
inability  for  others  to  contaminate  the  food,  produces  satisfactory 
conditions  provided  the  initial  precautions  at  the  preparation  and  packing 
stages  are  in  order.  A matter  of  much  concern  to  me  and  my  staff  is  that 
of  congested  and  overloaded  stock  rooms.  It  does  seem  that,  in  the  initial 
planning  stages  of  food  shops,  not  enough  consideration  is  given  to 
providing  adequately  spaced  food  storage  accommodation  at  the  rear  of 
the  shops.  I feel  this  is  of  the  utmost  importance  so  that  as  business 
progresses  and  extends  a well  planned  food  store  is  able,  in  a clean  and 
satisfactory  manner,  to  receive  increased  supplies  without  interfering 
with  good  food  hygiene  standards. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLING  OF  ICE-CREAM 

During  the  year  twelve  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Of  these,  I am  pleased  to  say  that  eleven 
were  reported  upon  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  being  satisfactory  and 
classified  Grade  I,  and  only  in  one  instance  was  one  classified  as  Grade 
II  (Fair).  We  were  able  of  course  to  have  a check  up  on  the  one 
manufacturer  producing  ice-cream  in  Grade  II,  with  the  object  of  having 
his  methods  improved. 

Nine  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  food  and  drugs  purposes, 
and  the  examination  for  preservatives  and  bactericidal  substances,  and 
in  addition  the  Analyst  reported  on  another  three  in  this  way  which  had 
been  taken  primarily  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  these  chemical 
results  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 

We  have  6 ice-cream  manufacturers  and  124  also  registered  for  the 
sale  of  ice-cream.  There  are  also  of  course  a number  of  persons  selling 
ice-creams  for  stalls,  vehicles,  etc. 
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INVESTIGATION  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Daily  Volumetric  Readings  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide — 
Monthly  Readings  of  Deposits  of  Grit,  Dust,  Soot,  etc.. 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

We  continued  through  the  year  with  our  volumetric  recording  of 
smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  at  our  five  stations  which  are:- 

(a)  Our  own  Department. 

(b)  Groeswen  Hospital,  Margam. 

(c)  The  Pavilion,  Margam. 

(d)  Baglan  Clinic. 

(e)  Sandfields  Library,  Morrison  Road. 

In  addition,  as  usual  the  Steel  Company  of  Wales  continued  their 
own  recordings  from  their  own  stations  and  the  exchange  of  Analyst's 
reports  continued. 

We  measure  grit,  dust  and  soot  deposits  and  sulphur  dioxide  by  the 
sulphur  candle  method  at  the  station  in  Taibach.  Set  out  on  Page  47 
is  the  tabulated  statement  showing  the  highest,  lowest  and  average 
readings  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  from  each  of  the  five  stations,  and 
on  Pages  49,  50  and  51  are  the  usual  statistics  giving  the  record  deposits 
of  grit,  dust,  soot,  etc.,  and  sulphur  pollution  recorded  by  ourselves  and 
the  Steel  Company  of  Wales. 
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DAILY  RECORDING  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 
Monthly  Mean  Readings 

SMOKE  S.O.j 


Month.  Station. 


January  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan 
Morrison  Road  Library 

February  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

Morrison  Road  Library 

March  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

Morrison  Road  Library 

April  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

Morrison  Road  Library 

May  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

Morrison  Road  Library 

June  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan 
Morrison  Road  Library 

July  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan 
Morrison  Road  Library 

August  Office  

Groeswen 
Tollgate  Park 
Clinic,  Baglan 
Morrison  Road  Library 

September Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

Morrison  Road  Library 

October  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan 
Morrison  Road  Library 

November Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

Morrison  Road  Library 

December Office  

Groeswen  .". 

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan 
Morrison  Road  Library 


High-  Low-  Aver-  High-  Low-  Aver- 

est.  est.  age.  est.  est.  age. 

Units  in  Microgrammes  per  Cu.  Metre. 


167 

24 

54 

242 

21 

83 

70 

15 

28 

148 

31 

73 

112 

10 

29 

184 

0 

58 

76 

8 

23 

129 

14 

43 

171 

9 

42 

139 

23 

68 

73 

3 

25 

177 

0 

64 

45 

8 

15 

232 

55 

85 

48 

7 

19 

231 

0 

71 

59 

2 

16 

113 

20 

42 

90 

3 

28 

97 

0 

43 

57 

1 

23 

161 

0 

68 

41 

0 

18 

208 

31 

155 

50 

6 

19 

221 

0 

75 

25 

1 

5 

86 

0 

38 

45 

0 

17 

131 

0 

53 

67 

9 

23 

195 

0 

101 

48 

14 

24 

104 

0 

40 

60 

6 

18 

94 

7 

38 

58 

9 

22 

117 

29 

61 

59 

0 

16 

245 

19 

82 

25 

3 

11 

131 

18 

62 

24 

4 

9 

96 

18 

35 

47 

0 

12 

271 

11 

71 

29 

4 

15 

151 

18 

63 

38 

2 

15 

159 

0 

66 

27 

0 

11 

132 

9 

69 

20 

2 

7 

70 

6 

27 

19 

1 

9 

144 

32 

75 

55 

4 

13 

12 

24 

60 

25 
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9 

100 

0 

37 

37 

0 

11 

113 

9 

53 

35 
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11 

70 

0 

32 

11 

0 

4 

133 

19 

54 

38 

4 

13 

113 

0 

41 

43 

0 

15 

265 

0 

63 

28 

4 

8 

88 

13 

33 

43 

0 

11 

76 

0 

47 

48 

9 

24 

133 

11 

45 

57 

1 

19 

90 

15 

36 

42 

1 

16 

90 

0 

39 

38 

4 

18 

59 

0 

32 

40 

1 

15 

67 

0 

40 

63 
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36 

214 

6 

66 

32 

0 

21 

109 

0 

60 

34 

6 

13 

58 

0 

25 

55 

1 

12 

58 

0 

28 

129 

22 

47 

198 

18 

91 

164 

2 

4 

234 

0 

82 

124 

0 

38 

102 

0 

33 

103 

7 

33 

89 

0 

28 

217 

5 

53 

138 

0 

49 

94 

1 

35 

145 

0 

61 

76 

3 

29 

68 

0 

21 

100 

20 

44 

100 

0 

49 

133 

0 

47 

101 

0 

60 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Conditions  during  the  year  with  respect  to  atmospheric  pollution  in 
the  town  can  be  described  as  being  reasonably  normal.  For  1967  and 
the  ensuing  year  or  so  we  feel  we  are  in  an  interim  period  whilst  waiting 
for  the  installation  of  the  new  L.D.  Convertors  at  the  Steel  Company  of 
Wales.  This  we  are  certain  will  mark  a new  era  in  atmospheric  conditions 
in  the  town,  and  we  are  prepared  to  believe  that  once  they  are  installed 
and  working  we  will  have  as  clean  a town  as  we  have  a right  to  expect 
having  in  our  midst  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  important  steel 
organisations  in  the  world. 

A worry  which  we  have,  however,  is  that  of  lime  deposits,  in  the 
general  vicinity  of  the  Steel  Company  of  Wales,  which  are  extremely 
difficult  to  remove  and  wash  away.  In  particular,  this  has  been  a matter 
of  much  concern  to  persons  having  cars  garaged  often  in  the  open  air  in 
the  Margam  area.  We  have  been,  in  this  matter  of  lime  pollution,  in 
consultation  with  the  District  Alkali  Inspector,  and  he  has  also  appeared 
before  the  Public  Health,  Offices  and  Shops  Committee  on  the  subject. 

The  British  Hydro-Carbons  continue  to  operate  reasonably  satis- 
factorily. Pollution  by  black  smoke  from  the  flare  stacks,  etc.,  takes  place 
in  somewhat  of  a spasmodic  nature.  It  is  undoubtedly  uneconomic  for 
these  stacks  to  emit  black  smoke  in  quantities,  and  in  the  interest  of  the 
Company  itself  the  Management  of  necessity  had  to  see  that  breakdowns 
were  quickly  put  right.  Unpleasant  odours  in  the  atmosphere  which  appear 
to  have  been  coming  from  sources  outside  the  boundaries  of  Port  Talbot 
have  diminished  greatly  during  the  year.  Meetings  have  been  held  jointly 
with  neighbouring  Authorities  on  this  vexed  subject,  and  we  are  happy  to 
be  able  to  record  that  conditions  now  are  very  much  better. 

RESEARCH  CONDUCTED  BY  WELSH  NATIONAL 
SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE 

This  research  continues  by  the  Welsh  National  School  of  Medicine, 
and  we  continue  to  supply  information  from  our  daily  recordings  of 
atmospheric  pollution  taken  at  our  Morrison  Road  Station. 

INSTALLATION  AND  PRIOR  APPROVAL  OF  NEW  FURNACES 

Section  3 of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  requires  all  new  furnaces 
(except  domestic  ones)  to  be  capable  of  being  operated  continuously 
without  emitting  smoke  when  burning  fuel  of  a kind  for  which  they  are 
designed.  Notification  to  the  Local  Authority  is  also  necessary  when  it  is 
intended  to  install  a furnace  exceeding  an  output  of  fifty-five  thousand 
b.t.u.’s  per  hour. 

The  following  notices  of  intention  to  install  apparatus  were  received 
from: — 

1.  Glamorgan  County  Council  in  respect  of  one  particular  plant  at 

Baglan  Infants  School; 

2.  Harlequins  Rugby  Football  Club  which  was  also  an  application  for 

prior  approval. 
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CONTROL  OF  CHIMNEY  HEIGHTS 


As  required  we  ensure  compliance  with  Section  10  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act  1956,  regarding  the  heights  of  chimneys  using  as  our  guide  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Memorandum  on  Chimney 

heights. 


ALKALI  WORKS 

The  following  local  works  and  processes  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Alkali  Inspectorate  under  the  provisions  of  the  Alkali  etc.  Works 

Order. 


Name  of  Firm: 

Steel  Company  of  Wales 


Work  or  Processes  Registered: 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia,  Benzene, 
Gas  and  Coke,  Iron  and  Steel, 
(Blast  Furnaces)  Sinter  Plant, 
Open  Hearth  Furnaces, 
Bessemer  Furnaces, 

Oxygen. 


Wales  Gas  Board  Gss  and  Coke. 

The  Distillers  Company  Limited  Lime. 

Metallurgical  Chemists  Limited  Nitric  Acid,  Arsenic. 

Forth  Chemicals  Limited  Paraffin,  Oil,  Hydrochloric  Acid. 

British  Hydrocarbon  Chemicals  Limited  ....  Paraffin,  Oil,  Chlorine. 


It  is  nice  to  be  able  to  say  yet  again  that  Mr.  J.  C.  Peabody  the 
District  Alkali  Inspector  has  shown  himself  to  be  admirable  in  his  sense 
of  co-operation  with  us  in  matters  relating  to  atmospheric  pollution. 


RECORDS  OF  DEPOSITED  POLLUTION  OF  DUST, 
SOOT,  Etc. 

(In  tons  per  sq.  mile) 


TAIBACH 


Month 

1961. 

1962. 

1963. 

1964. 

1965. 

1966. 

1967. 

January  

70.29 

104.47 

6.09 

17.69 

79.30 

X 

42.50 

February  

74.02 

35.42 

4.31 

14.34 

3.83 

68.78 

53.52 

March  

13.18 

X 

53.83 

22.01 

46.07 

63.92 

57.07 

April  

58.87 

53.21 

53.04 

51.37 

57.25 

47.88 

32.58 

May  

27.89 

54.42 

53.49 

82.78t 

55.40 

94.55 

80.74 

June  

35.22 

39.87 

* 

74.36* 

102.77 

33.02 

33.50 

July  

39.36 

34.42 

40.45 

57.25 

38.68 

64.16 

August  

44.18 

71.65 

59.44 

40.19 

34.66 

47.15 

35.10 

September 

54.49 

70.77 

36.24 

46.19 

22.93 

53.07 

56.00 

October  

58.87 

35.90 

40.76 

49.86 

33.53 

46.92 

115.32 

November 

* 

34.89 

* * 

59.86 

38.91 

50.57 

36.60 

December  

54.79 

26.42 

14.79 

90.93 

140.03 

73.60 

56.73 

TOTAL  

531.26 

561 .44 

362.44 

549.98 

671.93 

618.14 

663.82 

* Bottle  tampered  with.  x Bottle  stolen. 

**  No  result — bottle  blown  over  in  wind, 
t 1st  May — 11th  June.  t 12th  June — 31st  July. 
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DEPOSITED  POLLUTION  OF  DUST,  SOOT,  Etc. 

(In  tons  oer  square  mile). 
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No  sample — funnel  accidenfally  removed. 
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No  result,  sample  spoiled. 


PORT  TALBOT  RAINFALL 

(Rainfall  in  inches) 


Month. 

1961 

GROES. 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

January  

5.17 

0.51 

0.80 

4.93 

2.84 

3.38 

February  

3.05 

1.78 

1.97 

1.86 

0.07 

4.88 

4.97 

March  

2.51 

5.42 

3.42 

3.17 

2.34 

1.97 

April  

3.14 

3.98 

2.07 

2.94 

5.93 

1.26 

May  

2.98 

2.04 

2.60 

3.12 

3.43 

6.14 

June  

1.08 

2.62 

2.01 

4.07 

3.57 

0.96 

July  

3.13 

2.31 

3.25 

4.62 

2.13 

4.30 

August  

4.50 

5.06 

2.76 

2.08 

4.01 

September  

3.83 

4.92 

2.51 

1.74 

3.66 

2.00 

8.20 

October  

1.28 

2.35 

4.28 

1.31 

4.55 

9.43 

November  

3.06 

9.73 

3.01 

4.85 

2.96 

2.29 

December  

4.34 

2.59 

1.53 

5.76 

11.12 

5.63 

4.79 

TOTAL  

43.75 

36.14 

40.03 

33.56 

45.94 

44.27 

47.69 

REGENT,  TAIBACH 


Month. 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

January 

4.79 

5.08 

0.31 

0.85 

4.87 

* 

2.81 

February 

2.91 

1.92 

0.32 

1.36 

0.03 

4.80 

4.64 

March  

0.22 

* 

4.90 

3.05 

2.33 

1.97 

3.18 

April  

6.03 

3.21 

3.83 

1.98 

2.66 

4.87 

1.06 

May  

1.47 

3.11 

1.76 

3.32t 

3.25 

4.30 

8.38 

June  

1.47 

0.95 

* 

3.34t 

3.81 

2.28 

1.27 

July  

2.06 

2.60 

2.14 

3.76 

2.30 

3.93 

August 

3.68 

4.43 

5.21 

2.27 

2.27 

3.25 

2.49 

September 

3.70 

5.43 

2.53 

1.63 

2.30 

1.43 

5.35 

October 

7.35 

1.40 

2.00 

4.46 

0.74 

5.87 

6.36 

November 

.-. 4.10 

3.16 

* 

3.36 

4.15 

3.03 

2.27 

December 

5.73 

2.49 

1.39 

5.90 

6.82 

5.25 

4.47 

TOTAL 

42.51 

33.69 

24.39 

31.52 

37.19 

39.35 

46.21 

* Bottle 

broken  or  stolen,  t 1st  May — 11th  June. 

t 12th  June — 31st  July. 

PORT  TALBOT 

SUNSHINE 

(Sunshine  in 

hours) 

GROES. 

Month. 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

January 

41.6 

66.6 

86.1 

35.1 

65.9 

34.1 

56.4 

February 

47.2 

86.3 

97.6 

45.8 

50.6 

35.1 

99.9 

March  

111.1 

130.3 

107.1 

94.5 

136.2 

118.7 

136.7 

April  

105.1 

160.4 

126.5 

120.8 

173.1 

123.4 

141.5 

May  

188.0 

186.2 

161.4 

134.8 

155.1 

226.2 

149.5 

June  

203.0 

246.9 

179.2 

109.4 

155.7 

161.5 

188.2 

July 

189.5 

159.2 

147.2 

131 .6 

131.4 

181.9 

180.9 

August  

163.8 

145.1 

127.2 

155.5 

192.0 

187.7 

* 

September 

125.7 

110.9 

117.6 

149.3 

113.8 

163.6 

142.8 

October 

86.5 

150.0 

60.3 

95.5 

139.7 

116.3 

68.1 

November 

71.6 

47.6 

57.2 

74.6 

84.2 

72.4 

97.7 

December 

78.9 

67.6 

60.1 

46.8 

61.4 

43.3 

58.3 

TOTAL 

1412.0 

1557.1 

1327.5 

1193.7 

1459.1 

1464.2 

1320.0 

* No  Result 


52 


ALKALI  INSPECTORATE.  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


The  following  list  indicates  those  chimney  stacks  in  the  Borougn 
which  still  come  under  our  own  supervision  and  those  coming  within  the 
control  of  the  Alkali  Inspectorate: — 


No. 


( 1 
( 2A 
( 2B 
( 3 
( 

( 4 
( 5 
( 6 
( 7 


( 8 
( 9 
(10 
(11 
(12 
(13 
(14 
(15 
(16 
(17 
(18 
(19 
(20A 
(20B 
(21 
(22 
(23 


(30 

(31 

(32 

(33 


(34 

(35 

(36 

(37 

(38 

(39 

(40 

(41 


DESCRIPTION  Ground. 

Height  above 
Ft.  Ins. 


Margam  “A”  Power  House 
Margam  “B”  Power  House 
Margam  “B”  Power  House 
(Abbey  Soaking  Pits 
(Abbey  Soaking  Pits 
Abbey  Slab  Reheating  Furnaces 
Abbey  Annealing  Furnaces 
Acid  Recovery  Plant 
Abbey  Services  Boiler  House 

MARGAM  : 

No.  1 Blast  Furnace  Bleeder 

No.  2 Blast  Furnace  Bleeder 

No.  3 Blast  Furnace  Bleeder 

No.  4 Blast  Furnace  Bleeder 

No.  5 Blast  Furnace  Bleeder 

No.  1 Blast  Furnace 

No.  2 Blast  Furnace 

No.  3 Blast  Furnace 

No.  4 Blast  Furnace 

No.  5 Blast  Furnace 

No.  4 Blast  Furnace  Bleeder  Stack 

No.  5 Blast  Furnace  Bleeder  Stack 

Blast  Furnace  Clean  Gas  Bleeder 

Blast  Furnace  Clean  Gas  Bleeder 

Coke  Ovens — No.  2 Battery 

Coke  Ovens — No.  3 Battery 

Coke  Ovens — No.  4 Battery 

Coke  Ovens — No.  5 Battery 

Coke  Oven  Gas  Bleeder  Stack  (New) 

Coke  Oven  Bleeder  Stack  (Old) 

Sinter  Plant 

Sinter  Plant 

Sinter  Strand 

Sinter  Strand 

Sinter  Strand 

E.P.  Plant 

Attritor  House 

Sludge  Filtration  Plant 

ABBEY : 

Melting  Shop 

Dust  Precipitation  Plant  (Maerz  Furnaces) 
No.  6 Coke  Oven  Battery 
Coke  Oven  Gas  Bleeder  Stack 
Slab  Deseamer  (Scarier) 

V.L.N.  Plant  Converter  Stack 
Fume  Exhaust 

Open  Hearth  Electrostatic  Precipitator 


— 5 Chimneys 

105 

0 

— 1 Chimney 

120 

9 

— 1 Chimney 

230 

0 

— 12  Chimneys 

100 

0 

— 7 Chimneys 

161 

IVb 

— 5 Recuperators 

136 

3% 

— 9 Chimneys  (Ducts) 

80 

0 

— 1 Chimney 

157 

10 

— 3 Chimneys 

120 

4 

— 

3 

Uptakes 

192 

8% 

— 

3 

79 

233 

11 

— 

3 

79 

233 

11 

— 

3 

77 

251 

5 

— 

3 

ft 

253 

6*^ 

— 

1 

Chimney  (Stove) 

203 

6 

— 

1 

*>  97 

203 

6 

— 

1 

>>  ») 

203 

6 

— 

1 

97  77 

242 

0 

— 

1 

99  99 

242 

0 

— 

3 Chimneys 

240 

9 

— 

3 

99 

242 

0 

— 

1 

99 

114 

6 

— 

1 

99 

64 

9 

— 

1 

99 

235 

10 

— 

1 

„ 

235 

10 

— 

1 

»» 

257 

6 

— 

1 

• I 

235 

8 

— 

3 

99 

210 

0 

— 

1 

79 

85 

0 

— 

1 

99 

279 

814 

— 

1 

99 

278 

lOM 

— 

4 

*» 

121 

9 

— 

4 

99 

103 

4% 

— 

4 

99 

85 

7V4 

— 

1 

99 

120 

0 

— 

1 

99 

75 

8 

— 

1 

99 

56 

0 

— 12  Chimneys  *(4) 

151 

6% 

— 1 

99 

220 

3 

— 1 

99 

259 

1 

— 3 

99 

150 

10 

— 1 

99 

58 

6 

— 4 

99 

131 

10 

— 4 

99 

100 

0 

— 1 

99 

220 

0 

“ Not  in  Normal  Use. 
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FACTORIES 


The  activities  of  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department  in 
relation  to  those  duties  imposed  upon  this  Council  by  the  Factory  Acts  of 
1937/61  were  as  follows:— 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories. 

Premises 

on  Register  Inspection 

(1)  (2) 

178  210 


Number  of  written 
Notices 
(3) 

8 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 


2. — Particulars  Found  in  Factories. 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE 

Particulars  Found 

FOUND 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Cases  in 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
Instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.1) 

30 

30  .... 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

9 

9 .... 



Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  

3 

3 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 



Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6)  

3 

3 

Accumulation  

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7):— 

(at  Insufficient  

3 

3 .... 

(bt  Unsuitable  or  defective 





5 .... 



(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

..  

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outworkers  

11 

11 



— 

RODENT  CONTROL 

In  my  last  year’s  report  I made  reference  to  the  appointment  to  the 
staff  of  an  extra  assistant  operative,  and  throughout  the  year  we  have  had 
the  opportunity  of  having  three  operatives  engaged  on  rodent  control  as 
against  the  two  previously  employed.  There  is  no  doubt  that  even  with 
the  addition  of  this  extra  operative  the  work  can  be  performed  in  a much 
better  manner,  because  this  appointment  has  meant  approximately  50% 
more  work  attempted.  The  two  new  assistants  appointed  in  the  end  of 
the  previous  year  quickly  got  used  to  their  new  duties,  and  as  the  year 
progressed  they  became  more  and  more  useful  to  me. 

It  is  right  to  say  that  rodent  infestation  in  the  Town  has  not  diminished 
during  the  year.  The  kind  of  activity  which  we  have  of  disturbed  sites, 
filling  in  of  moor  land,  demolition  of  properties  etc.,  is  not  conducive  to 
keeping  rodent  population  at  at  low  ebb.  Twice  during  the  year  we  were 
confronted  with  major  upheavals  of  rodent  infestation  caused  in  the  main 


54 


by  demolition  of  old  property,  but  I am  glad  to  say  that  determined  efforts 
made  at  each  occasion  in  a short  period  removed  all  evidence  of  infest- 
ation permanently. 

Naturally  permanent  supervision  is  carried  out  at  tips,  railway 
banks,  open  spaces,  etc.,  and  it  would  appear  that  for  some  time  to 
come  our  efforts  in  these  routine  ways  must  be  unremitting. 

The  notification  of  rodent  infestations  as  required  by  Sub-Section  I 
of  Section  III  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  was  as 
follows: — 

Rats — 607;  Mice — 90;  Total — 697. 

1,089  premises  were  treated  in  the  area. 


MINISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE,  FISHERIES  AND  FOOD 


ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  RATS  AND  MICE 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1967 


Type  of  Property. 

Properties  other  than  Sewers.  Non-Agricultural  Agricultural. 


1. 

Number  of  properties  in  district  

18,699 

59 

2. 

(a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification  

697 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  

607 

(ii)  Mice  

90 

— 

3. 

(a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for 

rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification  

1,133 

77 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  

945 

44 

(ii)  Mice  

100 



Sewers. 

4. 

Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats  during  the  year? 

Yes. 

Maintenance  Treatment  of  Rats  in  Sewers. 


In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
Fisheries  and  Food  a percentage  of  our  sewer  manholes  are  treated 
twice  annually.  Brief  particulars  of  both  treatments  during  the  year  are 
as  follows: — 


Treatment.  June/Aug.  1967. 

Number  of  Manholes  Treated  439 

Number  showing  Bait  taken  184 


Bait  used:  Zinc  Phosphide.  Warfarin  Sewer  Rat  Bait.’ 


Jan. -Feb.  1968 
156 
82 


In  the  matter  of  sewer  treatment  I have  decided  for  1968  onwards  to 
pursue  more  regular  treatment  by  carrying  it  out  monthly  instead  of  twice 
yearly.  This  I believe  will  play  some  material  part  in  a further  reduction 
of  rodent  infestation  in  many  parts  of  the  town. 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT 


A number  of  problems  in  relation  to  the  matter  of  noise  presented 
themselves  to  us  during  the  year. 

One  was  in  relation  to  a new  Discotheque — primarily  this  was  an 
annoyance  to  nearby  residents  from  "a  beat  group”  and  unnecessary 
noise  was  also  created  in  loading  up  the  group’s  van  late  at  night.  This 
was  resolved  by  discussion  and  co-operation  from  the  people  concerned. 

A more  vexed  problem  resulted  from  the  use  of  a factory  premises 
by  a manufacturer  of  one  arm  bandit  machines — in  the  use  of  steel 
cutters  and  the  consequent  noise  and  vibration.  This  in  the  end  was  only 
relieved  when  the  occupier  of  the  factory  moved  elsewhere. 

A constant  nuisance  of  noise  was  created  to  residents  by  the 
occupier  of  a factory  making  concrete  blocks.  Here  again  a mechanical 
vibrator  was  used  and  this  was  the  source  of  noise  which  constantly 
irritated  people  who  lived  in  adjacent  houses.  In  both  these  instances  of 
noise  nuisances  occupiers  of  the  factories  concerned  were  there  by 
planning  consent.  In  the  latter  case  the  Local  Authority  gave  consideration 
to  the  authorisation  of  a discontinuance  order  against  the  proprietor  of 
the  factory.  This  was  pursued  and  eventually  with  payment  of  compens- 
ation of  the  factory  was  moved  to  an  isolated  part  of  the  Borough. 

There  seems  to  be  a real  necessity  for  closer  attention  being  paid 
by  Local  Authorities,  in  granting  planning  applications  for  light  industry, 
to  whether  or  not  such  industry,  although  light,  is  of  the  kind  that  would 
produce  a noise  and  other  nuisances  to  houses  nearby.  Quite  often 
planning  permission  for  light  industry  is  given  in  the  midst  of  residential 
areas  in  towns.  Thus  groups  of  houses  which  beforehand  had  not 
experienced  disturbance  by  noise,  etc.,  would  suddenly  find  that  they  now 
had  as  neighbours  a factory  to  disturb  them  not  only  during  the  day  time 
but  in  the  hours  of  rest  at  night. 

Noise  complaints  continue  to  be  received  from  residents  living  near 
the  Fun  Fair  at  the  Beach.  In  general  these  nuisances  take  place 
spasmodically  when  employees,  operating  the  loud  speakers  at  amuse- 
ments such  as  dodgems,  etc.,  are  not  always  solicitous  of  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  people  living  nearby.  We  manage  however,  to  deal  with  this 
problem  by  constant  observation,  and  obtaining  the  co-operation  of  the 
owners  of  the  Fun  Fair. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Offices  and  Shops  Committee 
agreed  in  principle  to  the  purchase  of  a new  sound  level  meter  for  use  in 
the  Department,  and  this  will  be  obtained  when  the  resources  are  avail- 
able. In  addition  authorisation  has  been  given  to  the  staff  in  turn  to  be 
trained  at  special  Ministry  courses  in  noise  abatement  both  domestic  and 
industrial.  These  courses  are  held  at  Cardiff  and  to  date  four  of  the  staff 
have  had  this  specialized  kind  of  training. 


56 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 

One  new  registration  was  made  in  the  year — for  an  itinerant  collector. 
This  brings  the  total  on  our  register  to  thirteen,  seven  in  respect  of 
itinerant  collectors  and  six  for  dealers  operating  from  permanent  premises. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Two  licences,  the  same  as  issued  in  former  years,  were  issued  in 
1967.  The  conditions  were  quite  satisfactory. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

The  licence  in  respect  of  our  one  premises  was  re-issued  in  1967. 
The  establishment  continued  in  general  to  be  well  kept. 

RIDING  ESTABLISMENTS  ACT,  1964 

Our  four  riding  establishments  were  re-licensed  in  the  year.  Our 
consultant  veterinary  surgeon  examined  them  on  our  behalf  and  found 
them  all  to  be  satisfactory  and  well  conducted. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

We  continue  to  have  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

Our  two  premises  in  the  Borough  renewed  their  applications.  One 
was  for  a rag  and  bone  collector,  and  the  other  in  respect  of  a fat  melter 
and  abstractor.  During  the  year  the  latter  provided  himself  with  new  and 
modern  premises  adjoining  his  existing  and  unsatisfactory  premises  and 
then  applied  for  registration  only  for  the  business  of  bone  and  fat  dealer. 
I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  these  new  premises  are  in  every  way 
satisfactory. 

LAND  CHARGES  ACT,  1925 

Five  hundred  and  seventy-nine  inquiries  were  received  from  the  Town 
Clerk  as  a result  of  applications  made  under  the  Land  Charges  Act,  1925. 
This  is  an  increase  on  the  applications  received  last  year. 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

RENT  RESTRICTIONS  REGULATIONS,  1957 

No  applications  for  certificates  under  these  Regulations  were 
received  during  the  year. 

CINEMA  INSPECTIONS 

Prior  to  licensing  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  one  of  our  cinemas 
changed  over  to  “Bingo”.  The  remaining  three  were  found  to  be  main- 
tained in  a satisfactory  condition,  and  we  were  able  to  report  so  to  the 
Public  Health,  Shops  and  Offices  Committee  with  a view  to  continuation 
of  their  licences. 


INSPECTIONS  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

Four  hundred  and  forty-four  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  Council 
houses  on  applications  by  tenants  to  exchange  houses  or  as  a result  of 
their  termination  of  tenancy.  The  report  which  we  provide  is  based  on 
the  cleanliness  of  the  family  and  the  house,  and  whether  or  not  they  are 
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in  a verminous  condition.  Work  of  this  kind  is  absolutely  essential  in  order 
to  safeguard  the  interest  of  incoming  tenants  to  houses  previously 
occupied. 

We  occasionally  receive  complaints  of  dirty  Council  houses,  and 
dirty  Council  house  tenants.  We  continue  always  to  try  to  help  these 
people  in  the  initial  stages,  and  give  them  assistance  by  means  of 
spraying  for  vermin  and  giving  what  advice  they  need  in  order  that  they 
may  keep  their  houses  in  a much  cleaner  and  satisfactory  condition. 
Unfortunately  we  do  have  a certain  number  of  tenants  who  have  to  be 
under  our  vigilance  year  after  year.  The  number  of  dirty  and  or  verminous 
cases  that  we  dealt  with  during  the  year  was 

STAFF 

The  difficulties  which  we  had  experienced  for  some  time  before  1967 
were  relieved  during  the  year.  We  were  able  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  we 
had  on  the  staff  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Gerwyn  Rowlands,  who  joined 
us  having  previously  been  a Public  Health  Inspector  at  Newcastle  Emiyn. 
Mr.  Rowlands  came  to  us  with  wide  experience  covering  a long  period 
and  his  addition  to  the  staff  has  been  of  tremendous  value  to  us.  Then 
Mr.  Keith  Snook,  our  senior  pupil  was  added  to  the  staff  on  qualification. 
He  has  fitted  in  admirably. 

The  vacancy  for  studentship  in  the  Department  caused  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Keith  Snook  to  our  qualified  staff,  was  filled  by  Mr.  Gareth 
Elms.  Mr.  Elms  quickly  settled  in  to  the  Department,  and  is  showing  him- 
self to  be  a most  capable  student. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT 
REPORT  1967 

Registration: 

During  1967  nine  new  registrations  of  premises  were  received.  These 
were  as  a result  of  routine  inspections  being  carried  out  under  various 
duties  of  the  inspectorate  and  it  was  also  found  necessary  to  re-classify 
a number  of  premises.  Seven  premises  previously  registered  were  closed 
and  subsequently  taken  off  the  list.  The  following  table  indicates  the 
number  of  registered  premises,  as  on  the  31st  December,  1967,  with  the 
comparison  figures  for  the  years  1965  and  1966. 


1965 

1966 

1967 

Offices  

168 

....  171 

171 

Retail  Shops  

412  .... 

....  415  ... 

396 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  9 9 9 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public. 


Canteens 

' ■ ■ 18  .... 

....  18  .... 

....  39 

TOTALS— 602  .... 

....  613  .... 

....  615 
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The  number  of  persons  employed 
registered  premises  are  as  follows:- 

Offices  

Retail  Shops  

Wholesale  

Catering  

Canteens  *Note  A 


under  the  various 
1966 

932 

1,419 

93 

348 

21 


categories  of 

1967 

981 

1,418 

111 

445 

7 


Females 

Males 


1,756  1,947 

1,057  1,015 


‘ Note  A:  Factory  canteens  are  not  included  in  this  figure,  as  the 
regulations  so  far  as  these  premises  are  concerned,  come 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Factory  Inspector. 


Initial  general  inspections  of  premises  have  continued  and  the 
department  has  now  succeeded  in  carrying  out  95%  of  all  registered 
premises.  Together  with  routine  inspections  this  has  necessitated  the 
service  of  a number  of  notices  for  contraventions  of  the  Act  and  have 


been  analysed  as  follows:- 

Sec.  4.  Failure  to  keep  premises  clean  55 

Sec.  6.  Failure  to  maintain  reasonable  temperature  2 

Failure  to  provide  a thermometer  27 

Sec.  7.  Rooms  not  effectively  ventilated  16 

Sec.  8.  Failure  to  provide  suitable  and  sufficient  lighting: 

(a)  Rooms  10 

(b)  Staircase  1 

Failure  to  keep  windows  clean  3 

Failure  to  repair  glazing  2 

Sec.  9.  Failure  to  provide  separate  sanitary  accommodation  1 

Failure  to  keep  conveniences  clean  10 

Failure  to  adequately  ventilate  sanitary  conveniences  9 

Failure  to  provide  intervening  ventilated  space  3 

Failure  to  designate  separate  conveniences  for  male  and 

female  1 

Failure  to  provide  means  of  disposal  of  sanitary  dressings  2 

Fittings  and  fixtures  in  need  of  repair  6 

Obstruction  of  conveniences  by  stock  or  goods 5 

Sec.  10.  Failure  to  provide  sufficient  washing  facilities  3 

Failure  to  provide  a supply  of  hot  running  water 5 

Fixtures  and  fittings  in  need  of  repair  1 

Sec.  12.  Failure  to  provide  accommodation  for  outdoor  clothing  12 

Failure  to  provide  suitable  drying  facilities  for  outdoor 

clothing  3 

Sec.  16.  Failure  to  maintain  floors  and  floor  coverings  in  good 

repair  10 

Failure  to  keep  rooms  free  from  obstruction  18 

Failure  to  maintain  staircases  in  good  repair 1 

Failure  to  provide  handrails  2 

Sec.  17.  Failure  to  effectively  fence  machinery  1 

Sec.  24.  Failure  to  provide  suitable  first  aid  box  18 


Re-inspections  have  continued  at  a greater  pace  than  hitherto,  this 
being  mainly  due  to  the  filling  of  the  vacancy  of  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  the  additional  appointment  of  a further  inspector,  and  we  now  feel 
that  in  the  first  few  months  of  1968  we  will  achieve  100%  of  the  initial 
inspections  and  will  be  able  to  put  into  operation  a systematic  programme 
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of  routine  visits.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  contraventions 
that  have  been  completed  as  a result  of  previous  notices. 


Sec.  4.  Cleanliness  21 

Sec.  5.  Overcrowding  1 

Sec.  6.  (a)  Reasonable  temperature  2 

(b)  Provision  of  thermometer  14 

Sec.  7.  Provision  of  adequate  ventilation  9 

Sec.  8.  Lighting 

(a)  Rooms  10 

(b)  Staircases  2 

(c)  Cleaning  of  Windows  3 

(d)  Repairs  of  glazing  2 

Sec.  9.  (a)  Provision  of  separate  sanitary  accom 1 

(b)  Cleanliness  6 

(c)  Adequate  ventilation  2 

(d)  Separate  Conveniences  for  sexes  1 

(e)  Obstructions  removed  5 

Sec.  10.  (a)  Washing  facilities  1 

(b)  Hot  Water  2 

(c)  Fixtures  repaired  1 

Sec.  12.  Accommodation  for  clothing  2 

Sec.  16.  Floors  and  floor  covering  8 

Removal  of  obstructions  10 

Repairs  to  staircases  1 

Handrails  2 

Sec.  24.  First  Aid  Boxes  14 


Continual  surveillance  of  all  new  plans  submitted  to  the  authority 
under  the  Building  Regulations  and  subjected  to  the  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  department  and  in  a 
number  of  cases  attention  has  been  drawn  for  alterations  to  be  made  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  Act. 


General  Observations: 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  list  of  contraventions  I feel  that  there  is  no 
serious  problem  regarding  any  Section  of  the  Act.  There  is,  however,  in 
the  main,  the  failure  to  carry  out  redecoration  of  premises  unless 
previously  drawn  to  the  attention  of  the  occupier.  A second  feature  is 
also  the  lack  of  thought  given  by  occupiers  in  keeping  goods  in  such  a 
manner  as  not  to  cause  obstruction  of  rooms  and  passages  in  any  way. 
I feel,  however,  that  the  Ministry  should  bring  out  a Lighting  Standard 
which,  in  my  opinion,  would  help  both  the  occupier  of  the  premises,  and 
the  Inspector  making  the  inspection.  This  is  especially  so  when  one  is 
dealing  with  marginal  cases. 

No  applications  for  exemption  were  received  during  the  year. 


Accidents: 

A total  of  sixteen  accidents  were  received  during  the  year  and  of 
these  eight  were  investigated.  In  a number  of  cases  advice  was  given  to 
the  occupiers  to  obviate  a similar  type  of  accident  in  the  future.  One 
warning  letter  was  given  and  in  one  case  a prosecution  taken.  The 
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prosecution  was  as  a result  of  a young  person  cleaning  a Gravity  Food 
Slicer.  The  investigation  revealed  that  the  young  person  should  not  have 
been  cleaning  the  machine  and  that  no  proper  instruction  was  given.  The 
case  was  found  proved,  and  the  defending  firm  fined  £5. 


Detailed  Analysis  of  Accidents  is  as  follows:- 


ACCIDENTS 

Office. 

CLASS 

Shop. 

OF  PREMISES 
Catering 
Establishment 
open  to  the 
Public. 

TOTAL 

1. 

No.  of  accidents  reported  

2 

13 

1 

16 

2. 

No.  of  accidents  investigated  

1 

6 

1 

8 

3. 

Action  Taken: 

(a)  Prosecution  

1 

. 

1 

(b)  Warning  

— 

— 

1 

1 

(c)  Advice  given  

— 

2 

— 

2 

(d)  No  action  

— 

3 

— 

3 

4. 

Causation: 

(a)  Falls  on  same  level 

3 

1 

4 

(b)  Stepping  on  or  striking  against 
object  or  person  

2 

. 

- 

2 

(c)  Handling  goods  

— 

5 

— 

5 

(d)  Hand  tools  

— 

2 

— 

2 

(ej  Falls  from  one  level  to  another 

— 

2 

— 

2 

(f)  Power  driven  machinery  

— 

1 

— 

1 

5. 

Injuries  sustained: 

(a)  Bruising  

3 

1 

4 

(b)  Open  Wounds  

1 

4 

— 

5 

(c)  Burns  

— 

1 

— 

1 

(d)  Sprains  and  Strains  

1 

4 

— 

5 

(e)  Fractures  

— 

1 

— 

1 

HOUSING  ACT  1957 

CLEARANCE  OF  SUB  STANDARD  PROPERTIES 

The  inspections  of  dwelling  houses,  in  accordance  with  Part  III  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1957,  to  ascertain  whether  they  were  unfit  for  human 
habitation  were  continuous  throughout  the  year.  As  in  previous  years  I 
am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  quota  of  sub-standard  properties 
to  be  dealt  with  either  by  demolition  or  closure  was  attained;  a total  of 
107  dwellings  being  made  the  subject  of  either  the  demolition  or  closure 
procedures. 

As  indicated  in  previous  Annual  Reports  our  scheduled  work  of 
clearance  of  sub-standard  properties  has  been  centred  in  Cwmavon. 
However,  it  is  becoming  increasingly  obvious  that  tenants,  and,  indeed 
many  owner/occupiers  are  not  prepared  to  accept  unfit  standards  when 
they  can  see  the  ever  rising  improvements  embodied  in  new  houses. 

The  Department  has  therefore  been  obliged  to  inspect  areas  i.e., 
Julian  Terrace,  Cwmavon  Road  and  a number  of  individual  properties 
following  complaints.  This  procedure  although  finally  one  problem,  that  of 
sub-standard  housing,  sets  another,  the  boarding  up  of  an  empty  house  in 
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an  area  which  cannot  be  dealt  with  for  a period  of  years.  If  this  dis- 
satisfaction with  individual  dwellings  increases,  and  the  trend  over  the 
past  two  or  three  years  does  show  an  upward  movement,  then  there  could 
be,  of  necessity,  an  acceleration  in  clearance  procedure. 

A summary  of  the  clearance  of  sub-standard  properties  under  Part 
III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  Undertaking  during  1967  is  as  follows:- 

(a)  Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Woodland  Row,  Cwmavon)  Clearance  Area 
No.  2.,  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1966. 

The  area  comprises  thirty  houses:-  Numbers  1 to  30  Woodland  Row, 
Cwmavon.  The  necessary  administrative  work  was  carried  out  in  1966,  as 
indicated  in  my  last  Annual  Report.  However,  there  was  one  objection  to 
the  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  which  was  made  on  the  28th  September, 
1966.  This  objection  was  withdrawn,  and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  the 
Order  was  confirmed  on  the  27th  April,  1967. 

(a)  Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Lower  Row,  Cwmavon)  Clearance  Area  No. 
3.,  Compisory  Purchase  Order,  1966. 

The  area  comprises  21  houses:-  Numbers  1 — 21  Lower  Row, 
Cwmavon. 

The  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  was  made  on  the  25th  January,  1967, 
and  submitted  to  the  Welsh  Office.  Twelve  objections  to  the  Order  were 
received,  and  a Public  Inquiry  was  arranged  for  the  5th  September,  1967. 
Here  again,  I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  Order  was  confirmed  without 
modification  on  the  8th  December,  1967. 

(c)  Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Park  Row,  Cwmavon,  Port  Talbot)  Clearance 
Area  No.  1,  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1967. 

The  area  comprises  22  houses:-  Number  1 — 22  Park  Row,  Cwmavon. 

The  clearance  area  was  declared  on  the  26th  July,  1967,  and  on  the 
same  date  Council  decided  to  make  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order.  The 
Order  was  then  submitted  to  the  Welsh  Office  and  seventeen  objections 
were  received.  A Public  Inquiry  was  arranged  for  the  14th  May,  1968. 

(d)  Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Julian  Terrace,  Aberavon,  Port  Talbot) 

Clearance  Area  No.  2,  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1967. 

The  area  comprises  8 houses:-  Numbers  1 — 8 Julian  Terrace, 
Aberavon. 

The  clearance  area  was  declared  on  the  26th  July,  1967,  a decision 
to  proceed  by  way  of  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order  being  made  at  the 
same  time.  No  objections  were  received  to  the  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order.  It  was  later  confirmed  on  the  3rd  May,  1968. 


62 


(e)  InspBctions  were  completed  in  three  other  areas  within  the  Borough.- 

(1)  Woodfield  Street,  Taibach: 

This  included  eight  houses,  the  even  numbers,  numbers  2 — 16. 

(2)  Cwmavon  Road,  Aberavon: 

This  included  five  houses,  the  even  numbers,  numbers  44 — 52. 

(3)  Cornish  Row,  Cwmavon: 

These  comprised  of  eight  houses  numbers  1 — 8. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses: 

During  the  year  forty-three  sub-standard  dweiiings  were  dealt  with 
under  the  procedures  laid  down  in  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 
regarding  individual  properties,  these  were  as  foliows:- 


(a)  Closing  Orders  10 

(b)  Closing  Orders — part  of  a buiiding  4 

(c)  Demolition  Orders  29 


In  seven  instances  previously  confirmed  Closing  Orders  were  revoked 
and  Demoiition  Orders  substituted. 

During  the  year,  too,  consideration  was  given  to  six  houses  in  Bridge 
Street,  Numbers  13 — 18  inclusive,  which  has  been  vacated  due  to  the 
effect  of  the  new  motorway  on  the  natural  lighting. 

Following  the  rehousing  of  the  occupants  the  houses  deteriorated 
rapidly,  due  mainly  to  vandalism. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Department  the  six  houses  were  sub-standard. 
This  opinion  was  accepted  by  the  Welsh  Office,  and  the  houses  were  iater 
demolished  and  the  site  cieared. 

Disobedience  of  Closing  Order — January,  1967: 

The  owners  of  4 Michaelstone  Terrace  were  fined  £10  and  costs  for 
allowing  a house  to  be  occupied  whilst  a Closing  Order  was  in  operation. 

“Old  Houses  into  New  Homes’’ — A White  Paper  Published 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government: 

At  the  time  of  writing  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  White  Paper 
published  in  April,  1968,  has  some  interesting  proposais  regarding  a 
more  equitable  form  of  compensation  to  owner/occupiers.  For  some  time 
there  has  been  a definite  opinion  that  the  methods  of  compensation  and 
the  final  assessments  have  not  been  realistic.  Indeed,  in  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1965  I made  reference  to  the  problems  and  worries  which 
beset  families  unfortunate  enough  to  own  and  occupy  sub-standard 
dwellings,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  White  Paper  will  receive  early 
consideration  by  Parliament,  and  that  the  resulting  law  will  enable  a more 
reasonable  assessment  of  the  worth  of  dwellings  which  realiy  have  been 
looked  after  by  owner/occupiers  throughout  the  years. 
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MAGISTERIAL  COURT  PROCEEDINGS 

A Bakery  firm  was  charged  with  the  sale  of  a loaf  of  bread  which 
contained  insects  and  mouse  droppings,  contrary  to  Section  ii  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  The  firm  was  found  guilty  and  a fine  of  £25 
was  imposed  with  £8  5s.  Od.  costs. 

A Grocery  firm  was  proceeded  against  in  respect  of  contraventions 
of  Section  II  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  in  that  they  sold  a steak 
pie  which  contained  not  more  than  10%  meat.  The  Magistrates  imposed 
a fine  of  £10  with  8 guineas  costs. 

A Confectioner  was  charged  under  the  provisions  of  Section  II  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  a chocolate 
mousse  in  a mouldy  condition.  The  Magistrates  found  the  case  proved, 
and  imposed  a fine  of  £5  with  £5  7s.  Od.  costs. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  two  partners  of  a snack  bar  in 
connection  with  offences  against  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations, 
1960.  A number  of  serious  offences  were  concerned  and  the  Magistrates 
found  each  partner  equally  guilty,  a total  of  £58  being  imposed  in  fines 
together  with  costs  amounting  to  £5  guineas. 

A firm  of  Grocers  was  charged  with  an  offence  against  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  in  that  a young  person  employed 
by  them  sustained  an  injury  on  account  of  cleaning  a gravity  food  slicer 
whilst  not  under  supervision.  The  Bench  found  the  case  proved,  and 
imposed  a fine  of  £5. 

The  owners  of  a house,  the  subject  of  a Closing  Order,  were  charged 
with  allowing  it  to  be  occupied  whilst  the  Closing  Order  was  in  operation 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  A fine  of  £10  and 
costs  were  imposed. 
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